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Ricnanp BRINSLEY SHERIDAN, Esa. 


SIR, 


. . WHATEVER diverſity of ſentinient a 
obtain with reſpe& to your political career; of 
your literary merit, but one opinion can be for- 
med by the competent part of mankind, It is 
not for me to echo back the unanimous ſuffrage 
of the republic of letters; rather permit me, 
without arraigning the nobler purpoſes to which 
you have conſecrated thoſe extraordinary talents 
tated your keeping by a favouring provis 
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dence, to expreſs my regret, that the ſuperior 


call of duty to your country has fo long depri- 
ved the world of the claſſical productions of 
your dramatic Muſe, Like a meteor, that 


flames with ſudden refulgence, as ſuddenly to 
vaniſh ; like a corruſcation, that neither gradually 


. brightens, nor gradually decays ; you burſt with 
full and inſtantaneous blaze upon the literary ho- 
__rizon;—but, alas! like that meteor, like that 


corruſcation, the glorious phænomenon was as 
rapidly withdrawn from our admiring eyes. 


But e for a while with-held, the recol- 


lection of its beneficial influence will long live 


and flouriſh in our remembrance, and the world 5 


ſtill cheriſhes hopes of its return; ſtill fondly an- 


ticipates the joyful period, when happier times 
and halcyon days of peace will permit you to al- 


| ternate the 'duty of the ſenator with the ſweet 
— converſe of the Maes 4 Oo f * 


That this odio may ny Ae. that it | 


Bp deſtined era may be accompliſhed and acoelera | 


ted, is thefervent prayer of the individual, who 


| . en to 0 this n tribute at qurr 
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feet, not ſo much as an offering worthy your 
acceptance, as a well-meant notice to remind 
you, what the world hopes, and expects from 
your talents; and who is proud to ſubſcribg 
himſelf, | 2d, 


SIR, 
Your moſt habe, 
aud devoted Servant and Admirer, 
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PREFACE. 
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| Ho the preſent publication originated in ſordid 
motives, it might! in a double point of view have been 
expedient in the author to have kept his name ſtudi- 
ouſly concealed. By ſuch a procedure, he would not 
only have eſcaped che fſque of drawing down upan 
his head a hoſt of enemies and detractors; but, pro- 
bably, would have more effeQually conſulted his in- 
tereſt; as there is a certain charm in ſecrecy, which 
keeps conjecture alive, and not unfrequently enſures 
a work a degree of celebrity and reputation which its 
intrinſic merit would never be competent to obtain. 


But, unfortunately for the author's advancement in 


life, prudence, in the common acceptation of the 
oy Is not the in and regulator of his actions. 
e ' Unable 


{ vii 


Unable to reconcile a cowardly attack in the dark with 
the character of a man of honour ; unable to reconcile 


anonymous warfare with his ideas of juſtice ;—hefett - 


himſelf called upon to ſacrifice every partial conſide- 
ration of perſonal ſafety and convenience, to princi- 
ple, to impulſe, and to duty. Though a ſtaunch 
friend to rational freedom, a warm and zealous advo- 
cate for the liberty of the preſs in all its relations of 
reciprocal conſiſtency, he entertains ſuch a rooted 
abhorrence of covert combat on the writer's part ; 
of literary duelling on unequal terms, under the ſafe- 
guard of ſecrecy on the part of the aggreſſor, that he 
is free to confeſs his doubts, whether the legiſlature 
would not be juſtified in paſſing an act, peremptorily 
prohibiting all anonymous publications, at leaſt of a 
perſonal and ſatirical nature. 


But, independant of general confi Jerations ; inde- 


| pendan tof ſyſtematic averſion to ſecrecy and diſguiſe ; 


hefelta ſtrong additional reluctance to concealhis name 
in the preſent ' inſtance, as ſuch concealment might, 
in reference to his attack upon the Purſuits of Litera- 
ture, ſubje& his motives to miſrepreſentation, and 


place his conduct in a falſe and ambiguous light. 


The ſuppreſſion of his name might have induced the 
belief, chat the warfare had originated in animoſity 
and rankling hate; that the author was of the num- 
ber of thoſe who had ſmarted under the ſatiriſt's laſh, | 
and had taken up, the en in retaliation and r re. 


enge. | ; 


Nothing | 


0 2-74 Y however can ſo farther removed om 
truth than ſuch a belief; nothing farther from reality 
than ſuch a ſuppoſition. Little known in the literary 
world; little deſerving, and little ambitious of a name, 
the author of the preſent work is one of thoſe cha- 
racers deſcribed by Gray, whoſe ſober wiſhes and 
ſequeſtered habits of life well accord with his humble 
lot and circumſcribed ſphere of action. He ſeeks not 
fame; he affects not popular applauſe and notoriety ; 
his mind to him a kingdom is his moſt ſanguine 
wiſhes aſpire to nothing higher, than free from ſelf- 


impeachment and reproach. 


Along the cool, ſequeſter'd vale of life 
% To keep the noiſeleſs tenor of his way.” 


[ 


With ſuch habits and inclinations, it cannot 
be ſuppoſed, that ſufficient conſequence attaches 
to his actions and purſuits to entitle him even to pub- 
lic animadverſion. In the Purſuits of Literature, 
therefore, no mention whatever, neither honorable, 
nor diſhonorable, is made of bis name. Hence ir 
follows, that his attack upon that work does not, 
can not, proceed from a vindictive and iraſcible 
ſpirit. It is, in every ſenſe of the word, a war of ag- 
greſſion on his part, commenced from principle, and 
carried on from a firm conviction of its juſtice and 
expediency. Deſignedly he has not combated a fin- 
gle opinion, theological, moral, or political, which 
to him did not appear hoſtile to the general intereſts, 


to the happineſs, improvement and dignity of human. 
nature 3 
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nature: nor has he wantonly ſported with the feelings 


and literary character of any author, whoſe works, 
in his humble apprehenſion, did not militate againſt 
the eſtabliſhed principles of good taſte ; or, whart is 


infinitely more momentous, whoſe writings were not 


avowedly calculated to hold the mind of man in the 


ſervile fetters of ignorance and error. He flatters 


bimſelf, that, however determined and fierce his op- 


poſition may appear, the warfare, on his part, has 
been conducted upon equitable and honorable terms; 


that he has not violated the laws and etiquette of 


language unbecoming a gentleman and a ſcholar ; 


but ſcrupulouſly adhered to the rules laid down by 


himſelf in the body of the poem. 


Although the work cannot, ftrigly ſ peaking, be pro- 


good · breeding; nor permitted himſelf the ufe of 


„„ 


nounced : a political publication, yet as it occafionally. 


glances at the ſcenes now acting on the grand ſtage 
of human events ; and as the 1 ej on all ſuch occa- 


fions has uniformly inclined to ſupport the cauſe, | 
. which to his beſt judgment appeared moſt conducive 


to the happineſs of man in all his deareſt intereſts; 


he deems it a duty which he owes to bis own chen er 
to guard againſt all poſſibility. of miſconſtiuction. 


He, therefore, declares moſt peremptorily and unequi- 


vocally, without any reſervation, that he has not been 


influenced by private views; that he is not the ad- 


-vocate of any party, or any ſet of men; but has 
been ſolely guided by, his own conviction, and is 
| ſolely anxious to throw his humble mite of co- ope : 


gation 
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ration into the grand maſs of mental energy for the 
improvement of human nature. He is not the cham- 
pion of levelling, and democratic principles; not 
the abettor of self- elected ſtate-botchers, and viſi- 
onary conſtitution-menders ; he never enliſted under 
the banners of Thelwall and the Correſponding-So- 
ciety, and can confidently challenge any perſon in 
the kingdom to prove, that he ever frequented the 
meetings of that motley body, or was once in all his 
life connected with any political club whatever. Anar- 
- chy and mob- government he deceits no leſs than the 
moſt lawleſs encroachments of arbitrary power, It 
is the preſervation of that conſtitution, which our an- 
ceſtors have dearly purchaſed and bequeathed to us; 
the due adminiſtration of thoſe laws, which the au- 
thorized wiſdom of the country enacts, that he con- 
tends for. Whoever lends an helping hand to their 
ſupport, is his friend; whoever ſeeks to trench upon 
and violate them, his foe. All other political diſtinc- 
tions he is, and muſt remain, an utter ftranger to, 
As long as the happineſs of the country remains the 
object of thoſe who preſide at the helm, he makes no 
Enquiry into their party connections, | 
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| Time was, when poets dealt in courtly phraſe, 
And “ wak'd the ſounding lyre to ſongs of praiſe ;** 
When grateful panegyrics (a) ſooth'd the ear; 
ads no rede ſcribbler durſt nen a peer; 

O When 


(a) If fattery; as «Mr. Gay informs us in the dedicatory addreſs _ 
to his fable of The Lion, the Tyger, and the Traveller, be in ve- 
rity © the nurſe of erimes and who can for a moment doubt 
the truth of this poſition /—the preſent rage for ſatirical publica- 
tions, in preference to the dulcet ſtrains of panegyric lore” 
ſhould ſeem to augur moſt propitiouſly to the morals of the ri- 
ling generation. Princes, of late years, have been much in 
the habit of hearing ſtrange, * not unfrequently unwelcome, 
; truths 
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When incenſe breath'd in every honied line; 


When ev'ry nymph was beauteous, (5) nay divine 1 
4 | When 


truths ; and even Trajan himſelf has not found a Younger Pli- 
ny in every author, who has undertaken to write Memoirs of 
his Reign. Nay, our very terminology has undergone a com- 
plete reformation. A work, which ſome twenty years-ago would 
have aſſumed the lofty title of Eloges, is now content to an- 
nounce its appearance before a Britiſh public, under the more 
modeſt appellation of a Necrology. As for the manufacturers 
of panegyric, by wholeſale and ex profeſſu, they are left to la- 
ment their & occupation gone, with the pious author of the 
ſublime hymn on the long- eared rergams; Xproropopo;, whoſe an- 
nual feſtival was formerly celebrated with all due pomp and 
ſolemnity at Verona, the archbiſhop himſelf, in propria per ſona, 
at the head of the whole collective body of the dioceſan clergy, 
| Joining in the TTY” ſtrains ; 

5* Orientis 
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* The True-riton, of the 12th. of laſt October, contains 
the following notice of a work, which we are happy to announce 
to our readers from a two-fold motive; as it promiſes to do juſ- 
tice to the memory of an auguſt ſovereign, and at the ſame time 
proves, that the place of Hiſtoriographer to his Majeſty is not 
to be claſſed among the numerous offices, without meaning or 
duty, which come under the odious deſignation of /inecures; 


e We underſtand that a hiſtory of his preſent Majeſty's 
© reign is in thepreſs, written with the avowed view to correct 
« the jacobinical miſrepreſentations of a work of a ſimilar na- 
& ture. It is ſaid to be from the pen o* Dr, Biſſert, the author 
« of the Life of Burke.“ 


+ See the proſpectus of The Necrology, or Annual Biography 
ac 7975 printing for Mr. Fs of St. Paul's Church-Y ard, 


©. > 


ham | LI Lo we 


= 
) 


[309-9] 


When laureat-bards, in language ſpruce aid nice, 
Would diſh you up a court-ode in a trice ; 

(Though Pye complains he finds the taſk ſevere 

To bring his loyal-offerings twice a year!) 10¹ 


When public worth and public praiſe kept pace, 
So juſtly match'd, that neither won the race; 


(Nor 


& Orientis partibus 
« Adventavit As INus, 
& Pulcher et fortiflimus ! ?” 


But the recent political changes in that country have, it is 
apprehended, robbed the poor animal of his merited honours, 
and the French republicans have probably treated him with as 
little ceremony, as they manifeſted towards the ſacred perſon 
of his HoLINEss himſelf! 


As, to adopt the language of grammarians, there is no rule 
without an exception, (regula nulla fine exceptione) it is but 
fair and candid to remark in this place, that the race of enco- 
miaſts is not utterly extinct. Here and there is ſtill a ſolitary 


Elijah left; as witneſs the elegant writer of a recent dedication, 


who, diſdaining to *embroider fiction with venal panegyric in la- 
© boured prolixity'””—with the © moſt ſimple brevity”” expa- 
tiates on the * gracefulneſs of perſon, the elegance of man- 
“ners, and that faſcinating deportment, which juſtly procure 
his patroneſs the tribute of univerſal admiration, and prove 


'« that her lord, in ſoliciting her acceptance of a coronet, has 


&« ;mmortalized his judgment of female excellence! 


See Dedication to The Deportment of a a Married Life, ” 


ag by C. Maſon, Piccadilly, 
B 2 


134) 
(Nor would the patron (c) ceaſe to merit fame; | 
Nor poet ceaſe thoſe merits to proclaim) 
Time was, in ſhort, to judge from dedication, 


When all the land deſerv'd canonization ! 
But 


e) Few, very few, of our preſent nobility can be accuſed of 
affecting the Mæcenas. They have transferred their patronage 


from men of merit, genius and ſcience, to the encouragement of 


horſe-jockies, fiddlers and buffoons, Gamblers, ſharpers, and 
knights of the poſt are their inſeparable aſſociates; —pimps, 
profligates, and toad-eaters their boſom- friends. How would 
the virtuous indignation of a Juvenal have been rouſed, had he 
been a witneſs of the boundleſs depravity of manners in modern 
faſhionable high life! The portrait he draws of the debauched 
morals of the Roman nobility in his days is infinitely too faint 
and lenient to be applicable to the preſent times. Then, indeed, 
men of rank paid ſome deference to appearances ; they did not 
totally loſe ſight of propriety, and ſhake off all ſenſe of decent 
ſhame. They did not openly, in the broad face of day, degrade 
_ themſelves to a level with the moſt abandoned characters among 
the loweſt orders of 2 5 


— 


er olueri 

Carpento ripitur pinguis Damaſippus ; et ipſe, 
Ipſe rotam adſtringit multo ſufMamine conſul : 
Nocte quidem; ſed luna videt, ſed N teſtes 
Intendunt oculos. 


Our men of faſhion, on the other hand, have long renounced 
eren this negative virtue of ſhame: they no longer court the 
friendly veil of night, but with unbluſhing front repeat their in- 

decorous 


1 


* 


Juvenal. Sat, viii. 


1 
But, ah! how ehang'd the ſcene! with giant- bound 
See REVOLUTION ſtalk the globe around! 


Convuls'd 

f 1 

decorous practices, amidſt the blaze of a noon-tide ſun, and be- 
fore thouſands of ſpectators. | 


clara Damaſippus luce flagellum 
Sumet, et occurſum nunquam trepidabit amici 
Jam ſenis, ac virga prior adnuet, atque maniplos 
Solvet, et infundet jumentis hordea laſſis. 


The remaining part of the picture exhibits a perfect tran- 
ſeript of modern profligacy and libertiniſm. 


Mitte Oſtia, Cæſar; 
Mitte; ſed in magna legatum quære propina. 
Invenies aliquo cum percuſſore jacentem, 
Permiſtum nautis, et furibus, ac fugitivis, 
Inter carnifices, et fabros ſandapilarum, 
Et reſupinati ceſſantia tympana Galli. 


From men thus voluntarily ſelf-degraded and debaſed, what 


patronage can merit expect? hat fayour, indeed, would ge- 
nius ſtoop to receive at their hands? | 


We cannot diſmiſs this topic, without preſenting the reader 
with the following extract from a celebrated *German publica- 


tion ; 


—— 


* See a maſterly ſatirical work, entitled Fauſtinus, or the 
Philoſophical Century, written by a German nobleman, and ho- 
noured with the proud diſtinction of perſecution. I know of no 
one ſingle publication, which more richly deſerves to be tranſ- 
lated into "Engliſh; but, perhaps, it contains too many bold 
truths to ſuit the temper of the preſent times; and, probably, it 
ould add conſiderably to the meaſure of the author's guilt, and 
that 


14 ] 
Convuls'd and craz'd, in anarchy are hurl'd 


Alike the politic and moral world; 20 
States 


tion; the ſatire of which is not more pointed and ſevere, than 
ſtrictly merited and juſt, 


« As they had to wait the arrival of ſome troops from An- 
e fpach, the major propoſed an excurſion into the country, to 
« which Fauſtinus readily conſented. They proceeded as far as 
« Wiltſhire; and riding along the fence of a nobleman's park in 
ii that county, defcricd at a diſtance a magnificent monument of 
% alabaſter.— Doubtleſs !—exclaimed Fauſtinus, with all 
* the enthufiaſm of a literary viſtonary—doubtleſs, this is a 
* tribute paid to the memory of ſome exalted genius! ſome 
6 ;Huſtrious philoſopher and enlightener of the human race |— 
„ fome Locke, Shafteſbury, Bolingbroke; or ſome other con- 
« ftellation cf the ſitſt magnitude in the firmament of intelleg- 
« tual greatneſs.”? | 


The m:jor re-echoed his conje ures, and big with expec- 
© tation they rode up to the mauſoleum, to worſhip at the ſhrine. 
« of departed excellence. Fauſtinus diſ nounted in eager haſte 
to read the epitaph ;—but ſcarcely could he give credit to the. 
evidence of his eyes, —He read, and read, and read again 
« indignation ſtruggling with an invincible propenlity to laughs, 
« ter, when he diſcovered that this ſuppoſed tribute to genius, 
« this coſtly mauſoleum was ſacred to the memory of the earl 
of Abingdon's . avorile bay: horſe." !\! 1 


tt ot — —— . 
— 


that of his tranſlator likewiſe, in the eyes of a certain claſs of 
readers, that this ſatire in not erected on the baſis of fiction; 
hut on the firm foundation of authenticated and legally atteſted 
fatts ;—and facts, we know, are ſlubborn things; are proofs. 
incontrovertible; but to ſome ſtomachs difficult of digeſtion, 
/ ; 


3 
States and opinions have alike their day, 
And both alike, ſo Fate ordains, decay. 


What wonder then—amidſt this gen'ral ſtorm, 
When bis turn 2. ories—Yorke (d) abjures Reform; 
When 


Juſt, however, and appropriate as is the ſarcaſm in the ag- 
gregate, it admits of ſome | honourable exceptions, Among 
theſe the name of the marquis of Lanſdown ſtands eminently 
conſpicuous—a nobleman, whoſe virtues reflect luſtre on his 
exalted rank; who, poſſeſſing the higheſt merit himſelf, knows 
adequately to prize, encourage and foſter it in others; whs 
ſpends his fortune in praiſe-worthy and philanthropical purſuits z 
whoſe taſte and elegance of mind are depicted in every ſur- 
rounding object in his houſehold; whoſe approbation is fame; 
and whoſe recommendation may juſtly be entitled the earneſt of 
eſteem ; the ſure paſſport to a favourable reception in the repub- 
lic of letters; and the acknowledged credentials of intellectual 
worth. Praiſe from the marquis of Lanidown is a practical exem- 
plification of the forcible language of Tully: « Ea demum laus 
** eſt, quae ab ipſo laudando viro proficifcitur,”” — 


(4) To this verſatile gentleman may with ſtrict juſtice be 
applied the character given by Horace to his illuſtrious proto» 
type, Tigellius, Sat. III. Lib. I. 

Nil quale homini fuit illi. 
Nil fuit unquam 
Sie diſpar ſibi. | 

Henry Redhead Yorke, eſq. is by birth a Weſt-Indian ; and 
his conſtitution partakes ſtrongly of the ſanguine complex- 
ion of a tropical climate, Ever in extremes, he is equally noted 
for the abrupt, precipitate relinquiſhment of long cheriſhed 
tenets and opinions ; and the eagerneſs and pertinacity with 

which 


16 


When renegado (e) Lawe, (f) for ſordid ends, 
With Jes and pepper treats his MINE (3) friends; 
8 When 


which he adopts new ones directly the reverſe. He received 


his education at Cambridge, and on leaving the univerſity, took 


a handſome ſeat in Derbyſhire, paſſing for a man of fortune, and 
faſhion. Here then, to revert to his portrait as drawn by the 
maſterly hand of Horace, we behold him, the © omnia magna 
„ loquens ; modo reges atque tetrarchas.”——a trait in his 
character, which we believe never forſook him even in the ze- 
nith of his democratical and levelling career. As to the con- 
traſted part of the picture, the 


menſa tripes, et 
Concha ſalis puri, et toga, quæ defendere frigus, 


Quamvis eraſſa, queat. 


this conſtitutes a feature in the delineation, which remains yet 
to be unfolded, but which we rather incline to think never 
will be voluntarily ſubmitted to, on the part of Mr, Yorke. 


At this period Mr. Yorke was an avowed ariſtocrat ; as zealous 


x champion for the preſent form of government, the preſent ſtate 
of things, and the immaculate adminiſtration of Mr. Pitt, as he 
has ſince been for . French principles aad French politics; till - 


his recent converſion and return to the ſentiments he originally 


profeſſed. Opportunity for the avowal of his political creed, 


and a public diſplay of his talents, was not long wanting. The 
town of Derby may juſtly rank among the moſt enlightened 
communities in the kingdom, and the moſt patriotic characters 
cannot feel themſelves diſgraced at ſeeing their names aſſociated 
with the Darwins, the Strutts, the Comptons, Foxes, Johnſons, 
Pigotts, &c. &c. A meeting being convened for the purpoſe 
of petitioning 9 againſt the ſlave trade, the meaſure 

found 


_ 1 8 
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e 
When ruthleſs W- e, (Hin accents fell, 


Summons the FIExDS (i) or HOMICIDE FROM HELL! 
Yet 


found ſuch a formidable opponent in Mr. Yorke, who made a 
yery eloquent and animated ſpeech on the occaſion, that the 
advocates for the abolition ſaw themſelves under the neceſſity of 
of withdrawing the motion, and deferring the buſineſs to a more 
convenient ſeaſon. | 


Soon after the publication of Paine's writings, Mr. Yorke 
called, according to cuſtom, on a certain country-bookſeller, 
and enquiring for the neweſt political pamphlets, the bibliopoliſt 
very innocently preſented the ſince profcribed Rights of Man. 
Here the ardour of Mr. Yorke's loyalty getting completely the 
better of the high ſenſe he at all other times entertains of good 
manners, he rudely knocked the book out of the aſtoniſhed . 
owner's hand; imprecating, withal, the moſt dreadful maledict- 
10ns on the head of its ill-fated author, It ſhould ſeem,however, 
that there is a certain principle engrafted in human nature, 
which St. Paul figuratively terms the “ war in the members”, 
and which, we find, poſſeſſed ſuch irreſiſtible control over this 
godly man, though © not a whit behind the very chiefeſt apoſ- 
tles, that he exprefily complains : © what I would, that do I 
6 not; but what J hate, that do I ”—it ſeems, to repeat our re- 
mark, that there exiſts a principle in the heart of man, which 
inclines him, in ſpite of his betrer judgment, to luſt after the 
things his reaſon diſapproves ; and whets the edge of curioſity 
in proportion as its indulgence is prohibited. 


Nitimur in veticam ſemper, cupimuſque negata. 
Even thus fared it with Mr. Yorke. He was ſeduced by 
this war in his members into a peruſal of the very book, which 


his principles taught him to reprobate and condemn ; and the 
conſequence was, that his prineiples, his loyalty and political 
C ereed 


53 

Yet ould be thought to feel for human woe, 

In heart APOLLYON, (#) but a Saint in ſhow! 30 
| When 


creed fell a facrifice to the ſophiſtry and acob:nical politics (we 
have high authority for pronouncing them ſuch) of Thomas 
Paine. Yorke became now not onl y a zealous proſelyte, but 
an indefatigably active proſelyte- maker, to the cauſe of demo- 
cracy; and as warm an advocate for the abolition of the Slave 
trade, as he had formerly been hoſtile to that meaſure, againſt 
which he had even written a pamphlet. Never guilty, as we 
before obſerved, of © doing things by halves ”—(if we may be 
allowed the uſe of ſo homely a phraſe, ) he at once plunged into 
extremes, and was the original propoſer of the famous addreſs 
from the Derby Society to the National Convention, which he 
carried over in company with Dr. J——and preſented in per- 
fon at the bar of that aſſembly. | 


On his return to England, he devoted himſelf to the ſtudy 
of Milton's Works, and took up his reſidence at Horton 
Houſe, in Bedfordſhire ; but purſuing his ſyſtem of organizati- 
on with more zeal than prudence, his civic labours were moſt 
uncivilly interrupted by a worthy baronet and magiſtrate, who 
fairly unkennelled and routed him from that part of the country. 
Yorke then led a kind of wandering life, having, to adopt the 
forcible language of St. Paul, “ no abiding city, between 
Mancheſter and Sheffield: made the tour of England, and, ac- 
cording to his own boaſt, dropped his hand-bills all over the 
kingdom. At length, the momentous criſis of his fate arrived. 
Having made a celebrated ſpeech at Sheffield, which to the 
learned in the law appeared highly ſeditious and inflammatory, he 
was arreſted at his mother's houſe in Mancheſter, and lodged 
in York caſtle; where he was detained a conſiderable time for 
want of bail. The ſequel of his hiſtory is well known. Be- 
ing on trial found guilty of ſeditious practices, he was ſentenced | 

= ta 


119 J 
When God's ambaſſadors the war-whoop ( 7) ſhout, 


And put God's foes with arm of fleſb to rout ; 
When 


to four years impriſonment in Dorcheſter goal ; where having 
abundant leiſure to reflect upon the error of his ways, and to 
review in ſober ſadneſs his paſt conduct, he ſeems in the ſchool 
of experience to have become ſenſible of the dangerous ten- 
dency of his political purſuits, and to have renounced princi- 
ples ſo totally incompatible with perſonal happineſs. The pen- 
ſive ſolitude of a priſon, ſo admirably adapted to promote ſeri- 
ous and ſober meditations, affords excellent opportunities for 
ſelf-examination ; and adverſity not unfrequently proves the 
wholeſome ſchool of practical wiſdom and philoſophy. Nor, let 
it be ſuppoſed that converſion is the leſs ſincere, becauſe the 
_ creed which the proſelyte embraces promiſes eventually to con- 
duce to his temporal intereſt and advancement; or. that to be= 
come a convert to any particular faith, it is neceſſary to be ſa- 
tisfied beyond the poſſibility of doubt of the error of the doc- 
trines he abjures, and the infallibility of thoſe precepts which he 
js led to adopt. 


1% Qui in dubio conſtitutus eſt, non tenetur ſemper eligere 
% partem tutiorem; ſed poteſt amplecti partem faventem ſug 
« /ibertati, etamſi minus tutam.“ 


Mr. Yorke, beſides publickly reading his recantation in two 
political pamphlets {Thoughts on the means of faving the 
country, and A Letter to the Refermers, the formt of them 
written during His confinement) has unqueltionably given 

adminiſtration 


n 
8 — — 


Medulla theologiæ moralis, facili ac perſpicua methodo 
reſolvens caſus conſcientiæ a P. P. Hermanno Buſenbaum e ſo- 
gietate Jeſu 8. Theologiæ licentiato concinnata. 

one 


20 


When ne, ev'n (m) nx ( grieve to tell the reſt) : 
How chang'd, (u) alas ! from what he once profeſt ! 
| Whole 


- adminiſtration convincing proof of the ſincerity of his converſi- 


* 


on, as we find he has recently been propoſed for Lieutenant- co- 


lonel in che Loyal Mancheſter and Sheffield Fencible Fuſi- 


lers, —a ſtep which moſt aſſuredly would never have been 
taken, had there been the ſmalleſ doubt of his loyalty. He is 
2 man of talent and addreſs, and will, we truſt, in future make 
A better uſe of his abilities, | | 
(e) It is a common remark, atteſted by experience, that re- 
negadoes and apoſtates are, beyond compariſon, more violent 
perſecuting and intolerant, than thoſe who are born in the pro- 
feſfion of the Mahometan faith, The propriety of this alluſion, 
in reference to Mr. I, is amply illuſtrated in the ſucceeding 
notes. 8 | {ES 
William Hamilton L—, eſq. has acquired a kind of 
temporary notoriety by the part he took in the late trial be- 
tween Mr. Ferguſon and the Bow-Street magiſtrate. Prior to 
this tranſaction, he was little known, as a public character, and 
might have ſhrunk back again into his native inſignificance, 
had not the temptations of ſome miſchief- loving imp ſeduced 
him to prefer the contempt and execration of mankind to harm- 
leſs neglect and obſcurity. Ambitious of appearing in print, 
and, 7 of the pure fame, and more ſubſtan. 
tial gains of certain.hireling writers in the pay of miniſtry, he 
fell to work upon a political pamphlet; and after much labour 


| and obſtetric pains produced a literary abortion, which he chriſ- 


ſideration. The laws of grammar and idiomatic propriety. he 


tened by the name of Salt and Pepper for the Democrats. 
In this performance, Mr. L—, relying upon the intrinſic ex, 
cellence and grandeur of the ſubject he had undertaken to han- 
dle, nobly diſdains to pay attention to matters of inferior con- 


moth 


Fx} 


Whoſe $1NGLE voTE once bade contention ceaſe, 


{The FAITHFUL HERALD TO THE PRINCE OF PEACE!) 


Then 
moſt probably claſſes among 


„ The forms, which never were deſign'd 
«Directors to a noble mind ;”*—Swift's Cadenus to Vaneſſa. 


for it is certain he pays no more regard to their obſervance, 
than if they had no exiſtence, As to argument, that is an 
article in which he does not even pretend to deal; it would, there- 
fore, be a fruitleſs ſearch to look for logical deductions in ſuch 
a writer, This defect, however, is abundantly ſupplied by 
ſcurrility, invective, and abuſe. Even common-ſenſe is ſacri- 
ficed to an unintelligible jargon; and the whole work exhibits 
the incoherent ravings of a perturbed ſpirit; evidently labour- 

ing to make © the worſe * appear the better counſel.” But 


with all the profligacy of the fallen angel to whom this charac- 


ter is attributed by Milton, 


Mr. L— does not poſleſs the 
ſmalleſt portion of his ſeduQtive eloquence. From h̊is tongue 
„ no manna drops. 


(2) Mr. L—; till very lately was a profeſſed democrat. 8 8 
does not become us to ſit in judgment upon men's hearts, 
ſhall therefore ſuppoſe his converſion to have originated in 7 
pureſt and moſt honourable motives; and not uncharitably at- 
tribute his political change to the circumſtance of his obtaining 


an appointment in the Public Office in Bow- Street. There is, 


indeed, the leſs reaſon to ſuſpect Mr. L— of having been influ- 
enced by this latter conſideration, as we underſtand that he has 


reſigned his ſituation; and from the reception which he experi- 


ences in a certain quarter, it ſhould ſeem, that both his /a/t and 
, : his 
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# Sec Paradiſe Loſt, Book I. 
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E 
Then deem'd the azDIzL (o) of the mitred bands 


Now beats the madd*ning drum(p)with furious hand! 
When 


his pepper muſt have loſt their favour, 155 are now good for 
nothing but to be caſt out, and trodden under foot by the very 

men for whoſe behoof the precious ingredients were manufac- 
tured, He has irretrievably forfeited the good- will of his old 

* confederates, without acquiring the eſteem and confidence of 
dis new partizans. | 


Were I in the habit of giving names, or diſpoſed to 
deal in allegory, I ſhould term this tergiverſating vita! Chriſtian; 
this ſanCtifed advocate of war and human bloodſhed, the jackall 
of Mr. Pitt. In the true ſpirit of his hypocritical predeceſſors, 
the, Phariſees, who, we are told, would « ſtrain at a gnat, and 
fwallow a camel — he has for a ſeries of years made a ſtalking- 
horſe of the ſlave-trade, to ſuborn a ſhare of ſurreptitious po- 
pularity, which he ſyſtematically, proſtitutes, without ſhame 
or remorſe, to perpetuate the horrors of war, and promote the 
ruinous, fanguinary and deſtructive meaſures of the miniſter, 
He is a genuine prieſt of Moloch; but I ſhall have a future op- 
portunity of depicting the character of this enthuſiaſt, 

\ 


(i) * Luctificam AleQto dirarum ab ſede ſororum 
& Inferniſque ciet tenebris; cui triſtia bella, | 
0 Iraeque, inſidiaeque et crimina noxia cordi,” 


Mr. W 's voice is well known, and but too familiar” 
to the ears of this infernal group : his ſummons commands in- 
ſtantaneous compliance. ; 


To the Engliſh reader it may not be altogether ſuper. 
fluous to obſerve; that the literal interpretation of Apollyon is 


* Virg. Eneid. Lib. vi. 
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2k in fierce Bellona's field; 49 
In 


the /De/trger ; a title, it muſt be cqhfeſſed, N Minently char- 
actdriſtic of the perſonage to whom if is here apylied. Mhe- 

| 2 and his collgagues are futmffied with 
* xevrpa f Ni vas afruy, Peannog/pretend to determine; but 
moſt devout, do V wiſh, that their power to plague, afflict and 
torment mankind were limited to the ſame term as that of their 
fore-runners in the Apocalypſe, 


] Accendunt animos inſano Martis amore. 


{m) It would be an inſult to the good ſenſe and ſagacity of 
the reader to ſuppoſe it poſſible for him to miſtake the illuſtrious 
perſonage to whom this paſlage alludes. That among the whole 
bench of right reverend fathers in God; among the collective 
corps-diplomatique of ambaſſadors-plenipotentiary(by way of ſu- 
per- eminence) and head-heralds to that Prince, whoſe taberna- 
cle is in + SALEM, only ONE ſhould be found to vote againſt 


the deſtruction of his fellow: creatures, has frequently given 


birth in my mind to doubts of their divine miſſion, which I 
have found it difficult to ſuppreſs ; has ſtaggered my faith in 
certain dogmas which they inculcate; and by a natural combi- 
nation of collateral ideas, immediately ariſing out of the main 
ſubject, led me to draw inferences and concluſions, not very 
favourable , I muft conſefs, to the prieſthood. And when 
laſtly the benevolent appeal of this one, /ingle remonſtrant was 
drowned in the diſcordant tumult; when he ſuffered himſelf to 


_—— r 


Revel. chap. 1x, 
+ Pſalm LXxvI, v. 2. It is "IRS oy to add, that 


. » Agnes PEACE, 


* 


* 


24 ] 


In league with A-TE and ERINNYS join, | 


And on the modes of ſhedding(r) blood refine "A 
: | What 


de carried along with the ſtream; when I no longer beheld upon 
the mountains the * Beautiful feet of this © bringer of good 
_ ridings, this publiſher of peace; when I heard him lift up his 
voice like a trumpet, and cry aloud and ſpare not; l felt ſuch 
mingled ſenſations of indignant rage and forrowful regret ſtrug- 
-gling in my boſom, as, in all probability, would have induced 
me to abjure the whole order, had not very. opportunely a 
+ marvellous book fallen into my hands, written it ſhould ſeem 
by a very learned and pious clerk, who undertakes to prove 
that war is an unſpeakable bleſſing to mankind, as it & kills off” 
(1 beg Mr. Wyndham's pardon for making fo free with his 
happy expreſſion ) ſo many millions annually, who otherwiſe 
muſt inevitably be left to periſh with hunger. For, be it known 
to the reader, that God is not that Somnipotent creator, which 
| the 


* Iſaiah Lit. v. 7. N 
+ See an Lay on the principle of population, as it affetts 
the futur: improvement of ſociety ; with remarks on the ſpecu- 
lations of Godwin, Condorcet, &c- 8vo, Johnſton. 1798. 
Infinite powerſhe writes, page 351) is ſo vaſt and incom- 
* prehenſible an idea, that the mind of man muſt neceſſarily be 


« be-wildered in the conteinplation of it. With the crude and 


« pverile conceptions, which we ſometimes form of this attribute 
« of the Deity, we might imagine, that God could (but, for- 
« ſooth, it is no ſuch thing) call into being myriads and myriads 


« of exiſtences; all free from pain and imperfection; all emi- 


nent in goodneſs and. wiſdom,” &c. And in this ftrain the 
author runs on, deſcanting on a variety of things, which God 
| erroncouſly might be ſuppoſed capable of performing; and after 
pointing out his incompetency, concludes the argument with 


- 


- theſe remarkable words: | 5 * Ought 


*. * * 
n 
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What wonder—when ſuch precedefits we quote— 


The muſe ſhould, like her betters, change her note? 
| e Should 


the catechiſm teaches us to believe; that he is not competent 
to call beings into exiſtence, without a certain preparatory 
proceſs, and an adequate length of time to accompliſh the taſk ; 
and that, unfortunately for us, poor denizens of this terraque- 
-ous globe, the earth is not properly calculated for its inhabitants. 
By a woeful miſtake, the creator, it ſeems, did not inveſt 
it with a ſufficient capacity to produce the needfu] quantum 
of food for man ; and the power of population, we are told, is $0 
infinitely greater than the power in the *earth to produce 

| a | | ſuſtenance 


| TRIS * PREY n 
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« Ought we, then, not to conclude, that even to the great 
« creator, a certain proceſs may be neceſſary; a certain time 
« may be requiſite, in order to form beings with thoſe exalted 
&« qualities of mind, which will fit them for his high pur- 
6 poſes ? ?—— 


Verily this minute analyzer of animal and vegetable genera- 
tion, hascarried his reſearches to the utmoſt bound; be fairly 
out- herods Herod, and Paul, with his potter and his clay, his 
veſſels of honour and diſhonour, is left at an immenſe diſtance. 


According to this profound writer, the difference between 
the power of population in man, and Te power of the earth in 
producing ſuſtenance, is exactly commenſurate to the differ- 
ence between a geometrical and an arithmetical ſeries. And 
this ſelf-ſame exceſs of the procreative power is the very rea- 
ſon, why ſo many fair and lovely women are ſentenced to live 
and die mazds, an evil, which he tells us is rapidly increaſ- 
ing, even after the galloping rate of a geometrical progreflion | 
Mr. Pitt never had a better advocate with the ladies, in fayour 
_ of his warlike operations. He now bids fair to become a favour. 
ite with the fair ſex; of which the unmarried part will moſt 

aſſuredly be on his ſide, D | 


1 26. 


Should catch the martial ſ pirit of the age, 
And feel her boſom glow with lawleſs rage? 


Like 


ſuſtenance for the ſons and daughters of Adam, that till man- 
Eind ſhall have found out the ſecret of living without eating and 
drinking, it is indiſpenſibly neceſſary, that the redundancy of hu- 
man parturition ſhould be effectually lopped off; that a ſtrong 
check on population muſt be kept continually in operation, as Fe 
it is impoſſible for God to tepair the blunder he committed * 
when he created the earth, —(owing, I fuppoſe, to ſome defect j 
in the proceſs, or to Kis fiot having devoted ſufficient time to | 0 
the work) and that this check can only be found in the bleſſed 9 
expedient of ridding the earth of its ſupernumerary legions, by 10 
means of war and murder, and by the introduction (I quote the Bo 
author's own wards) of miſery and vice! 10 


Ever ſince I have read this incomparable Maths I have been bs 
completely reconciledtothe conduct of the in furthering, E 
as is confeſſedly their duty, the gracious deſigns of providence, 8 
which fince it cannot afford to feed us all, kindly «kills off” 2 
a due proportion of us ;—and I gladly avail myſelf of this oppor- 

tunity to return my beſt thanks to the whole Right Reverend | 
body, with Dr. W— at their head, for their humane exer- "i 
tions to guard us againſt the danger of ſtarvation, by bringing = 
the increaſe in births to a par with the produce of the earth, IF 
and by keeping the author's ſalutary check to an over-grown. | 
population # in continual operation { 


! 


ZE F hes Unde novus rigor hie? unde illa 8 venit? 
Mitis honoratæ pacis amator, ubies? 
Sed, puto, PR&DA juvat! | 
The tongue of buſy conjecture has not been idle; ſurmiſes 
have been whilpered abroad ; and even the public prints, at 4 


certain 
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* Petri Gs lib, IV, eleg · 2. 
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CY 1 


Like Landaff's pious prelate, ſound to arms, 
And fill the ſacred grove with dire alarms ? 


Scar'd 5 


certain critical moment, threw out hints, ſignificant though 
dark, of poſhibilities, and probabilities, and reverſionary hopes, 


which 
e bels the lovely ſcenes at *7;fance hail !” 


(0) his zeal 


No one ſeconded, as out of ſeaſon Judg'd 
Or ſingular and raſh. 


p Moſt aſſuredly not the good © drum eccleſiaſtic” of 
Hudibras, Though a /p:ritual peer, his lordſhip has not con- 
fined himſelf in the preſent cruſade to the uſe of ſpiritual weas = 


Pons 8 


In the firſt ebullitions of patriotic and martial zeal, when 
the volunteer- ſcheme was newly projected, ſeveral clergymen 
came for ward with offers to raiſe a corps for the ſervice of go- 
vernment at their own expence. A circular letter however, 
from the primate, containing a copy of the reſolutions adopted 
at a meeting of the biſhops convened for the purpoſe of taking 

this meaſure into conſideration, interdicted the realization of the 
ſaid propoſal , and recalled the wandering ſhepherds of the 

flock to the charge of their fold as their proper and legitimate 
ſphere of action. Two clergymen, however, who had partly 
carried their deſigns into effect, prior to the iſſuing of the arch 
biſhop's letter, received a diſpenſation to join the active ſquad- 
rons of the church. militant. As there can be no doubt that 


this warlike ſpirit originated in a laudable ambition to contri- J 
pute to the ſafety and defence of the country, at a momentous | 
and 


* Collin's Ode on the Paſſions, 
+ Paradiſe Loſt, Book v. 


{8 7 
Scar'd at the 1 the Loves and Graces fly, 
ec Fear in each ts oy anguiſh 1 1n each eye.“ 50 
The 


and alarming criſis, we deem it inexpedient to name the oy 
to whom this paſſage more immediately alludes. 


67 However diſpoſed ho re feel to make every reaſonable 
allowance for the ardour which impels the clergy to volunteer 


an offer of actual military ſervice in times of general alarm and 


danger, it is impoſſible to contemplate without horror and exe- 
cration, the ſanguinary propenſities of thoſe miniſters of the 


goſpel of peace, who, uncalled, unbidden, uninfluenced, without 


any obligation of duty, any extenuating plea of neceflity and 
expedience, can coolly and deliberately ſpeculate on the deſtruc- 
tion of their-fellow creatures, and reduce homicide and murder 
to a regular ſyſtem. When I hear of parſons refining on the 


modes of ſhedding blood; when I ſee them pride themſelves on 
their ingenuity in is implements of death; when I am in- 


formed that ſuch and ſuch a reyerend divine (I forbear quoting 
names on a ſubject of ſo delicate a nature) has invented the model 
of a pike upon improved principles, which render its fatal pro- 
perties more dreadſul and certain: that another makes eſſay 
of his dexterity in the improvement of fire- arms and other offen- 
ſive weapons, and that a third is engaged upon ſome curious 
experiments to increaſe the force of gunpowder ; I feel tempt- 
ed to wiſh that the denunciation made by Chrift againſt the lo- 
vers. of violence and human ſlaughter—** they who uſe the 
« ſword ſhall periſh by the ſwor .”—might extend with aggra- 
vated force to theſe unofficial though officiogg ſpeculators i in the 
art 158 myſtery of havoc, bloodſhed and delolation, 


It is a complaint perpetually in the mouth of the dergy, that 
the ſacerdotal function is daily falling into greater diſrepute. Ad- 
mitting, as I moſt readily do, the pertinency of this obſervation, 

I would wiſh to put the queſtion to their own conſcience, whe- 
8 5 | 7 | ther 


1 


The Dryads quit their haunts with trembling pace, 


And odious Satyrs occupy their place. 4 
5 0 


ther they themſelves are not the principal cauſe of the evil they 
deplore? whether, by neglecting the proper duties of their calling 
and transferring their atention from ſpiritual concerns, and the 
intereſts of religion to purſuits of a diametrically oppoſite tea - 
dency, they do not furniſh juſt and ample ground for ſuſpecting 
their godlineſs, and holding their miniſtry in cheap eſtimation ? 
Can, then, a clergyman, if his diſpoſition lead him to ſtudious and 
literary occupations, find no ſpecies of compoſition more con- 
genial to his profeſſion, than writing“ Odes to the warlite geni- 
- us of Great Britain; tranſlating + Polyenus's Stratagems of 
war; 


* 


— 


The title of an Ode, publiſhed by the Reverend William 
Taſker, of Exeter, in 1778. Since that period, it ſeems 
Mr. Taſker's martial ardour has been in a great meaſure allay- 
ed; for in his curious, unper formed tragedy of Arviragus, he 
puts this cool, ſober ſpeech into the mouth of one of his ſoldiers: 


& My fiery friend ! let's parley, ere we fight; 
„ And, ere we kill each other, know the reaſon!“ 
It were to be wiſhed, that every man-ſlayer by profeſſion 


would argue in the ſame manner, ere he lift up his arm to ſhort- 
en the life of a fellow creature, 


+ The tranſlator of this edfiying and chriſtian work is the 
Reverend Richard Shepherd, D. D. F. R. S. Arch-deacon of 
Bedford, and chaplain to that moſt pious man, the biſhop of 
Durham. Beſides tranſlating the Stratagems of war, Mr. 
Shepherd, for the behoof of thoſe, who unfortunately may fall 
in battle, has publiſhed three Sermons on a future State; and the 
Reverend Charles Simeon, M. A, carrying his chriſtian cha- 
rity {till farther, even beyond the grave, has compoſed no leſs 
than one hundred Ske/eton Sermons for the edification of the 
# kill'd off“ as Mr. Wyndham would expreſs himſelf. 


E 
No more the tuneful nightingale is heard, 


But ominous ſcreains night's (7) funereal bird; 
| Unhallowed 


war; or inventing * Radiated Telegraphs? Can it add to our 
reſpect and veneration for the ſacred order, when we ſee a reve- 
rend divine advertizing in the newſpapers, that he has + kicked 
a fea-officer in the public ſtreets: and that he can produce wit. 
neſſes who will atteſt the gallant atchievement upon oath ? Moft 
aſſuredly not—as long as the clergy openly betray their neglect 
of even common decency ; as long as they openly evince by 
word and action, that they place no faith in their divine miſſion; 
and have no regard for the facred function, abſtracted from 
mercenary views, they cannot in juſtice expect, that mankind 
| ſhould pay that honour and veneration to the prieſtly character, 
which they withhold from it themſelves; or that the community 
will give them credit for a degree of ſanctity, which g 
are pleaſed to turn into a farce and diſavow. 


„ Although this ſelf-Came pious and extalliont prelate is ra. 
ther a delicate ſubject to handle, as certain perſons to their coft 
can teſtify; we cannot take our final leave of him, without re- 
commending to his moſt ſerious peruſal the following anecdote, 


for the authenticity of which we pledge our veracity and repu- 
Prior | 


— ** 


— ** „ _ — 


* The honour of this invention belongs, I underſtand, to 
the Reverend Mr, Gamble. 1 


+ This refers to the diſgraceful diſpute between the Reverend 

Mr. Holmes (there can certainly be no offence in quoting his 

name after he has advertized it at full length in the public pa- 
pers!) and Captain Smith, of the America, 


„ 


Unhallow'd ſpectres flit acroſs the ſcene, 
And ranc'rous PRL EV (a) vomits forth his ſpleen ; 
PELEG 


Prior to the official notice taken of Mr. Gilbert Wakefield's 
Reply to Dr. Watſon's Add reſi to the people of Great Britain, 
which eſtabliſhed the libellous charaQter of the former publica- 
tion, and put the trade upon their guard; a bookſeller, of un- 
impeached principles, ſincerely attached to the Britiſh conſtitu- 
tion, and for the purity of his morals, honoured with the eſteeny 
and confidence of the biſhop of Landaff himſelf, had inadver- 
tently ſold a few copies of the Reply, without harbouring the 
lighteſt ſuſpicion of the unconſtitutional tendency of the work. 
Never having dabbled in the troubled ,waters of politics, and his 
dealings and connexions being in a great meaſure confined to the 
religious world, he naturally concluded, that a pamphlet, wntten 
in reply to ſo excellent and pious a prelate as Dr. Watſon, muft 
of neceſſity involve a theological rather than a political diſpute , 
and, therefore, could apprehend no danger or offence from irs 
publication. To his no ſmall aſtoniſhment, however, and diſ- 
may, he very unexpectedly received a letter from a a gentlemam 
in office under government, purporting, that a book containing 
much libellous and ſeditious matter had been bought at his ſhop; 
for which reaſon, unleſs he could produce reſpectable teſti- 
mony to prove himſelf uncontaminated with the foul taint 
of jacobiniſin, a proſecution would be directed againſt him. 
Thunderſtruck at this alarming intelligence, he immediate- 
ly engaged a poſt-chaiſe, and accompanied by a friend learned 
in the law, drove full ſpeed to G , the country reſidence 
of the gentleman, whoſe letter had occaſioned him ſuch indeſ- 
cribable anxiety and apprehenſion. On their arrival at G 
they had the mortification to learn, that the object of their 
ſearch had that very morning left his ſeat for the metropolis. 
They had now nearly thirty miles to meaſure back again ; the 
urgency of the buſineſs, however, rendered them regatdleſs of 

every 


31 
PEL EO, who roars with Babel's (v jarring tongues, 


Whilſt deadly hate and envy bloar his lungs 
Megzra's 


every other conſideration ; and accordingly having procured 
à proper addeſs, they ſet off without a moment's delay on full 
gallop for town. Here a freſh ſcene of diſappointment awaited 
them ; Mr 
à pleaſant village about four miles diſtant, To . they 
drove, and after encountering difficulties not a few, ſuch as 
moſt commonly obſtru& an interview between humble penitents 
and thoſe ſpotleſs, exalted characters, «needing no*repentance,” 


te quos penes eſt jus et arbitrium”” 


obtained the indulgence of an interview. At firſt the gentleman 
appeared auſtere and unrelenting; and the event for a conſide- 
rable time hung in doubtful balance ; but-the artleſs, yet irre- 
ſiſtible eloquence of truth; the manly confidence of conſcious 
rectitude ultimately triumphed over every unfavourable impreſ- 
ſion, and the bookſeller was diſmiſſed with a promiſe, that pro- 
ceedings ſhould be ſtayed. 


About a week ſubſequent to this tranſaction, our bookſeller 
was ſurpriſed with a viſit from the very identical gentleman, 
whoſe clemency he had ſo lately experienced. As Mr. 
had never before vouchſafed to honour the ſhop with his bodily 
preſence, it is more than probable, that the owner of the pre- 
miſes felt rather embarraſſed at this ſudden condeſcenſion. After a 
few preliminary remarks, Mr. introduced the ſubject of the 
late trip, to and fro from London to G—; obſerving, withal, that 


he was ſorry; very ſorry, indeed, to have occaſioned ſo much un- 


eaſineis, and he made no doubt expence likewiſe, to a tradeſman, 
who, he now verily believed, had acted without any criminal 
intention. The bookſeller expreſſed his gratitude for the favo- 


| rable 


* 
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"ERR LY 
Ras a n 


* Luke, cap. xv. v. 7. 


had been engaged to dine with a party at C— 


1 * 1 
Megers s ſnakes around his temples giare, 
And hiſs, and taint with venom'd breath the air! 90 


Forth from her dark receſs, with haggard mien, 


Intent on miſchief, ſtalks an imp obſcene, 

* | | SLANDER 
rable opinion which his viſitor entertained of him, and aſſured 
him, that the lenity manifeſted towards himſelf infinitely over- 
paid him for any ſhare of trouble and inconvenience he might 
have encountered. Mr, in reply, addreſſed him in the 
following emphatic words, which we moſt earneſtly wiſh to im- 
preſs upon the mind of every individual, both in and out of of- 
fice, who feels himſelf called upon by principle or duty, to check 
by legal proceſs, the diſſemination of unconſtitutional writings - 
and inflammatory opinions, 


c Had I, Sir, upon inveſtigation of your caſe, been convin- 
& ced that you had ated from a criminal intention, I ſhould 
© moſt aſſuredly have impoſed no reſtriction on the energy of 
« the law; but; ſatisfied as I now am that your error was in- 
voluntary; and to prove to you, that the preparatory ſteps I 
*« was induced to take did not originate in a vindicti ve ſpi- 
& rit, I ſhall not reſt contented with ſetting your mind at eaſe 
« relative to the iſſue of this buſineſs : but, as ſome atone» 
„ ment for the diſquietude I have occaſioned, inſiſt upon 
e indemnifying you for the expence you have incurred,” — 
with theſe words, he put a bank-note into the hand of the 
bookſeller, and very politely toek his leave. The reader will 
make his own comment on this tranſaction. | 
. bubo, dirum mortalibus omen [ 
Fu The author of the Purſuits of Literature. Averſe as 
I uniformly am to the unmanly practice of giving nicknames, it 
is in the preſent inſtance indiſpenſibly neceſſary, (to avoid conti- - 
nual oa and circumlocution) that fome characteriſtic 
E title 


94 ] 


SLANDER her name, ſworn foe to gods and man, 

Fell Envy's (v) offspring by Tegæan Pan; 

What time his raſhneſs urg'd him to diſpute 

The palm of muſic with Apollo's lute. . 
Vanquiſh'd(w)he fled, and ſought Cimmerian gloom, 
To hide his foul diſgrace and well-judg'd doom. 
There, as he ſhunn'd the hated light of day, 

In ſhades impervious to the ſolar ray; 70 
? Exv x 


title ſhould, attach to a writer, who fo ſtudiouſly conceals his per- 
fon, and refuſes to avow his proper appellation, 1 have, there- 
fore, taken the liberty of providing him with his nom de guerre, 
and flatter myſelf, that PELEG will'be found a very proper de- 
Nomination for this gentleman : whether we conſider the word 
in reference to its literal interpretation, (diviſion) or in alluſion 
to the maryellous event, ſaid to have taken place in his time, 
the confuſion of languages. The pedantic diſplay of Greek, 
Latin, French, Italian, and foreign lingos of every deſcription, 
which characterizes this patch-work performance, and affimilates 
it to Joſeph' s coat of many colours, amply illuſtrates my mean- 
ing in this appellation, and fully juſtifies its adoption. But 
more of this in the ſequel. 


cv I know not, whether Mr. Thomas Taylor, © England's 
« Gentile prieſt,” (Purſuits of Literature, Dialog. III. v. 29) 


will concede to me the privilege I have here aſſumed, of uling 


a diſcretionary power with the traditions of mythology, and in- 
terweaving with the fables of Greece and Rome an allegory of 
my o tion. But I hope my conduct in this reſpect, if 
not altogether faultleſs, will appear at leaſt a venial error in his 
RS 85 
fu Pana jubet Tmolus citharz ſubmitterre cannas. 
Judieium, ſanctique placet ſententia montis 
Omnibus — 


OT 
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He led her, nothing loth.“ 


1 
Exvy he met; and ſtraight with luſt poſſeſs'd, 


The odious goddeſs ,(x)** nothing loth,” comprels'd. 


Inherent tokens of her ſpurious race 

Evince the progeny of this embrace. 

A form, half brute, half human, ſpeaks the fire, 

Like him ſhe emulates the tuneful choir. 

The mother's baneful paſſions claim their part, 

And deadly malice rankles in her heart. 

Oft, as with gall her jaundic'd breaſt o'erflows, 

She ſpits her ſpleen in Burke's ( y)envenom'd proſe. 
2 

{x)To a ſhady bank, 

1 with verdant roof embower'd, 


(y) I name this celebrated writer, though defunct, as well 
on account of the intemperance of his latter publications ; as 
becauſe he appears to ſerve in a great meaſure, as far as vio» 
lence and implacable rancour are concerned, as a model to the 
ephemeral race of political writers in the miniſterial intereſt. 
Mr- G in particular, flatters himſelf, that, with a dou- 
ble portion of Mr. Burke's ſpirit —and who will diſpute the 
legitimacy of his claim to the nigro rabies armata veneno ? 
— he has inherited the entire ſtock of eloquence, the bold flights 
of fancy, the energetic ſtyle and florid diction; · the thoughts that 
& breathe, and words that burn 4 of this ſeductive orator, By 


ſtealing ſhreds and remnants, here a little, and there a little, 


he contrives to ſtitch together a kind of Harleguin's jacket, 
and, like the da in the fable, inſolently ſtruts in borrawed 
E 2 plumage. 


ene ee 3 
Wo * e . by "x 


* Milton's Paradiſe Loſt; Book ix, v, 1037. 
4 Gray's Progreſs of Poetry, v. 110. 


1 36 J 

In furious paſquinade and vile lampoon 

Rails at Horne Tooke, like curs that bay the moon! 
And, what in argument ſhe lacks, ſupplies 

With virulent abuſe and barefac'd lies, 

Yet would ſhe oft, with . feet unbleſt, prophane 
Tho Muſe's haunts, and join the ſylvan train. 

Ott honeſt Satire's ſpecious guiſe aſſume, |: 
And ſeal, with traitor-hand, fair virtue's doom, A 


» 


Hurd from Olympus, like a falling ſtar, 
She ſinks to 3 s's Den (=) at Temple-Bar, 90 
5 Where 


plumage. The fame remark i is, with very few exceptions, ape 
licable to the whole herd of political pamphleteers, who, as 

Mr. Sheridan very appropriately obſerved of Dr. Lawrence, 

take upon themſelves the office of executors and adminiſtrators 

to Mr. Burke's fury, without the ſmalleſt portion of his fire or 

genius. * Theſe gentlemen ſeem ambitious of giving Mr, 
0" a kind of poſthumous facundity, whereby he, = 
« dead, yet ſpeaketh.“ 72 | 


(2) A miniſterial pamphlet-vender; as notorious in his line, 
as Spence, of pig*s-meat-memory, is among the grex incondita 
of the Correſponding-Society. He formerly publiſhed a vile 
and ſcurrilous paper, to which he, or his ſuperiors, very pro- 
perly gave the title of the Tomahawk, as deſcriptive of its rude, 
ferocious and ſanguinary character. With an equal degree 
of judgment, the immediate vicinity of Temple-Bar was cho- 

ſen 


x 
+” — — — — — 


* See Mr. Sheridan's ſpeech, in to Dr. Lawrence, on 
the Aſeſſed-Fax Bfll, January the 4th, 1798. 


* 


E 
Where, arm'd with Tomahatuꝶ, the ruſſian foe 
Would murder ſenſe and freedom at a blow; 
Where Gothic ignorance tr1umphant reigns, 


And Bigots hope to hold the world in chains, 


Or glancing weſtward, with departing light, 
Takes up her poſt with ballad- monger (a) W—t; 
There 


ſen for the office of this Mohawk publication; it having been 


cuſtomary, in caſes of executions for high- treaſon, to affix the 


heads of the malefactors on a conſpicuous part of this magniſi- 


cent building; a proſpect, which it may reaſonably be ſuppoſed, 
could not fail of proving highly delectable to the wielders of the 
Tomahawk ! Since the ſuppreſſion of this paper, the celebrity 


of B' ſtop has been on the decline; his publications being 
for the major-part beneath notice, though Mr. Nitſch made 


2 grand effort to ſupport its reputation; and we cannot but 
regard it as a moſt auſpicious circumſtance to the ſuccels of the 
Kantean Philoſophy, that the & firſt regular digeſt of this new 
ſyſtem made its appearance at Temple-Bar ; probably with, a 
view to the delectable proſpects, we have above commented up- 
on; philoſophy conſiſting, according to Zoroaſter, Pythago- 
ras, Plato, Tully, and other profound ſages, in the contem- 
plation and meditation of death ! „ Totum hoc philoſophandi 
* genus elſe mortis meditationem graviſſime prorſum dixit 


Plato, et eſt ab Aurelio Auguſtino adnotatum, ac M. Tul- 


& ius non eſt oblitus. Hoc ipſe denique Zoroaſter, veteris 
cc theologiæ autor eminentiſũmus, ſignificaſſe videtur, quum 


& eſſe alatam animam comminiſceretur ; ac confractis alis labi 


5 in corpus præcipitem; rurſumque lætius plumantem, ac 
« denuo 


Md 


—— — 
— 


* See An elementary View of Profeſſor Kant's Philoſo- 
Pby, by Mr. Nitsch, publiſhed by I. Downes. 
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There, from his dungeon (4)ſcap'd, and uncontrol'd; 
The dragon and his angels ſynod hold! 


There Folly's prieſts their barb'rous rites purſue, 


And 1 15 paſs their legions in (c) review. 106 
= Or 


* denuofattam i ſuperna repetere.!” —— Plato even 


goes a ſtep further, and in his Phe2don expreſſly declares that 
a philoſopher ought to covet death! but the generality of 
them, I apprehend, would prefer a ſight of it, even from the 
ee Tomahawk- office. 


{a) The hiſtory of this 3 . comeloony 


throws too much light, inſignificant as is the ſubject of our 


memoir, upon the general character of political proſelytes, to 

be paſſed over in ſilence. is parents were poor, but 
boneſt quakers in N, whoſe circumſtances would not 
permit them to be at much expence upon his education. At 
2 convenient age, he was bound apprentice to one of their own 
fraternity, a Mr. John Roper, tea-dealer and mercer; but 


feeling, it ſhould ſeem, little inclination to folloy the buſineſs, 


to which he was brought up, and conceiving, that nature 
had endowed him with ſuperior talents, which it would be 3 


ſpecies of ſacrilege to bury in a napkin; he had no ſooner ob- 


tained his emancipation from his indentures, than he appears to 
have directed his views to the metropolis, as the proper theatre 
and ſphere of action for his tranſcendant abilities. Prior, how- 
ever to his debut, it was neceſſary to repair the defects of his 
neglected education; for which purpoſe he put himſelf under 
the auſpices of a Mr. Thurgar, a worthy ſchool-maſter in 
N—, who agreed to give him private inſtructions, in return 

for Ws attendance upon the children in the lower forms 
during ſchool-hours. 


We paſs over the intermediate ſcenes, and follow \ 


from mg, where he had acquired the reputation of a 


n 
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Or, when occaſion of high moment calls, 
Directs her ſquibs from Heriot's (4) rampart walls; 
| | When 


ſtaunch democrat, and a factious ſong-writer, to London; 
and reſume our narrative with his engagement as ſhopman to 
Meſſrs. Hookham and Carpenter in Bond-Street. Here his 
political principles were not leſs conſpicuous than in his na- 
tive town; and there are many perſons in this metropolis, who 
have frequently heard him chaunt his democratica! ballads at 
a certain public-houſe not a hundred miles diſtant from Middle- 
Row, Holborn. His ambition, however, aſpired to higher 
things, than ſerving books behind another man's counter; and, 
as the firſt preparatory ſtep towards ſetting up in buſineſs for 
himſelf, he prevailed upon a quaker in N to ſend him 4 
parcel of bibles on ſale. Theſe he exchanged among the trade, 
and thus by degrees acquired a ſmall ſtock to commence with, 
Fortunately for W, it happened, that a certain bookſeller, 
who was in the habit of ſelling miniſterial pamphlets, ſtood tot- 
tering on the verge of bankruptcy. W dexterouſly avail- 
ed himſelf of this circumſtance, and loſt no opportunity of ap- 
prizing all thoſe whom it might concern, that Mr. O—was not 

able to ſtand his ground. The conſequences were ſuch as he 
had anticipated; Mr. O—was hard preſſed; the docket was 
ſoon after ſtruck, and W from the immediate contiguity 
of his ſhop, and his well-timed obſeqiuouſneſs in a certain 
quarter, ſtepped into his neighbour's buſineſs, 


From this period we are to date the change, the 8 
change, which took place in W's political principles. Hither- 
to we have ſeen him a determined, bold and open democrat ; 
but henceforth we ſhall find him the avowed partizan of miniſ- 
try; the Anti-jacobin ballad-writer ; and we might almoſt add, 
the offic:a/ publiſher of every opprobrious pamphlet and ſcur- 
rilous attack upon the members of the Oppoſition. 

Quanto perditior quiſque eſt, tanto acrius urget. 
« /? | | It 


| 


„„ 
When venal prints the Sox of truth def; 


(Twin prints ! whoſe een, their name BBLIE I) 
When 
It ĩs far from our intention to ſcrutinize into the motives of 


men's actions on general principles, or to deny the poſſibility of 
political as well as religious converſion. But the age of mira- 


.  Clesis long paſt; and ſuch ſudden changes are apt to incur the 
ſuſpicion of ſiniſter views, Sincerely do we hope that this is 


not the caſe in the preſent inftance ; ; and heartily ſhall we re- 
Joice to hear, that Mr. W's reformation is complete, as we 
conceive the character of an advocate to be effentially connect- 
ed with the cauſe he eſpouſes; mankind being apt to form their 
judgment of the one from the good or ill opinion they enter- 
tain of the other. We ſpeak this with conſiderable reluctance; 
but, dropping all perſonal application, and taking up the argu- 
ment upon a general ſcale, we cannot, as friends to our coun- 
try and government, (however we may occaſionally diſapprove 
of particular meafures) diſguiſe the regret we have frequent- 
ly experienced in ſeeing perſons avowedly well-difpofed to the 
common, cauſe of ſocial order and regular authority, ſcandaliz- 
ed by the notorious delinquency of tlioſe, who bawl loudeſt in 


their e 


Let us, by way of illuſtration, pat a hypothetical caſe; let 
us ſuppoſe that the whole tenor of a man's conduct had 
been diametrically and notoriouſly hoſtile to the conſtituted au- 
thorities, both in church and ſtate ; that he had neglected no 


opportunity of broaching his ſentiments; and that he had not 


retracted his perverſe tenets, nor ceaſed to propagate them, till 
intereſt and pecuniary advantage had gone hand in hand with 
his reformation. Could it, in ſuch a cafe, be a matter of juſt 
ſurprize, that the public ſhould regard with a ſuſpicious eye the 
writings in defence of religion and the conftiutional govern- 
ment of the land, publiſhed by a man, who had made a fcoff 


of the one, and openly avowed his enmity to the other ?. Would 


5 they, 


% 


E 
When vittuous patriots are revil'd and blam'd, 
A Lanſdown libell'd or a Fox defam'd ; 


When 


not—to purſue this hypothetical caſe ſtill farther, ſuſpect the 
ſincerity of that eonvert, who had been guilty, as though in 
open defiance of the Royal Proclamation, of producing and 
ſinging the ſubjoined ſong, on the very identical day appointed 
for a general fat? Let us, ſtill dealing in ſuppoſition, lay 
the ſcene at N, and as fictitiaus names will anſwer tbe 
| Purpoſe of our argument as well as real ones: let us ſuppoſe, 
that a Mr, Jonathan Davey had given a dinner on the occaſion ; 
and that, among other perſons preſent, were Mr. John a Nokes, 
Mr. Thomas Styles; Mr. Dalrymple, Mr. T. March, Mr. 
Jacob Smith, Mr. John King, and to give the greater dignity 
to the group, let us clap an Alderman among them, a Mr. 
Leman, or a Mr. Punch, And, to prevent all poflibility of 
individual application, let us puſh our hypotheſis to a till 
greater degree of extravagance, and ſuppoſe, that, not content 
with rehearſing his ballad to a private party, the author had in 
the evening, as the time moſt likely to meet with a large audi- 
ence, adjourned to ſome Inn (the Bell Inn is as good as any 
other) and then and there chaunted the following ſong (the title 

of which we ſuppreſs for obyious TY to the zes at 


large. 
Theme mo —•Äĩ 
A New SONG. 
TUNE—Free and accepted Maſon. 


E 1 , i 
In liberty's praiſe my voice I will raiſe © © 5 
With words energetic, ſonorous; Fo ok 
In a theme ſo divine each ſon of the vine 
Will heartily join in the chorus. 


Fs Crokvus, 
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When hireling ſcribblers with prophane abuſe 
The eloquence of Sheridan traduce, h 
N Skill'd 


Crorvs. 


Here's deſtruction to * 
And to —— —— 
May thoſe vermin no more envenom our ſhore, - - 
But be ſpeedily kick'd to the devil. 


Though——— —— 
Of enſlaving our words and opinions; 

In deſpite of their laws fair liberty's cauſe 
Enlarges her peaceful dominion 


Chorus—Here's deſtruction &e. 


111. 


Though Brunſwick's brave duke once made us all puke, 
With his bluſterings hot manifeſto ; | 
Vet freedom prevail'd, and his projects all fail'd, 
And we heartily laugh'd at the jeſt-0. 


Chorus, —Here's deſtruction, &c. 


Iv, 


—_— * ——_—— * — — 8 


A 


We have too much regard for the virtues of an illuſtrious 


d perſonage; the reader's feelings; the ſacerdotal function, and 


our own character, to contaminate our pages with the foul 
abuſe contained in the paſſages we have ſuppreſſed: ' Little diſ- 
poſed as we are to offer the incenſe of venal panegyric on the 
ſhrine of power, we feel itfour duty in the preſent, inſtance to 


* 
18 


E 4] 
Skill'd in Reports, inanimate and cold, 


To ſubſtitute their droſs for ſterling gold. 110 
| 1 Or, 


iv. 


The other weak 

And a chip of the block I'll 9 lun, 

With the brains of a gooſe on the French he let looſe, 
But I warrant, my boys, they have cur'd him. 


Chorus. Here's deſtruction, &c. 
| . 0 


Then let us take cheer ; we have nothing to fears 

All our enemies vaniſh before us. | 2 
Here's ſucceſs to the cauſe; with hearty applauſe, | 

Let each join the chorus, 


Chorus. Here's deſtruction, &c. 5 


We beat no perſonal enmity to the writer of this deteſtable 
ballad, which we are ſorry to ſay we have ſeen at full length in 
print; we preſyme not to analyze his priyate character; but we 
cannot refrain from teſtifying our moſt unequivocal diſapprobay 
tion, as well of the indecent ribaldry, as of the political prin» 
ciples it contains, and we ſhould deem it but juſtice to unmaſk 
the hypocrite, who could compoſe and publickly utter ſuch an 

| 8 infamous 


a that would — e, the community take pat- 
tern from the auguſt head of the ſtate z would every inhabitant 
of the country copy the fair example ſet by the higheſt authority in 
the kingdom; the whole nation would be infinitely more virtu- 
ous, more moral, more deſerving, than if we were to carry on a 
cruſade in defence of religion and good order to all eternity; 
would be more happy, more reſpectable and proſperous than a 
continued ſeries of the moſt brilliant victories could render us, 


1 


| And die upon the boſom of the deep, 


T4 1 


Or if, perchance, the tempeſt ſeems to fleep, 


Short 


infamous rhapſody. As philanthropiſts, we deteſt war and its 


attendant horrors as much as any man : but we do not conceive 
the ſucceſs of our national enemies, and our own diſcomfitures 
to be fit occaſion for triumph and exultation. Our abhorrence 
of war may be termed an ab/ra# principle ; the inſtant, the 
cruel alternative takes place, whether we thall have recourſe to 


' arms in defence of our rights and liberties, or ſurrender them to 
foreign uſurpers and Gallic invaders, the queſtion in our appre- 


henſion does not admit of a moment's deliberation, At ſuch a 


criſis S his anſwer in un and in 
his . 


(3) Tho event of a certain 6 relative 
to an acknowledged national libel, ſufficiently 1 the 
e of this pallge. * 


f Like a bein, hs Arts: cebin Review (of which 


0 — isthe publiſher) has ſprung from the aſhes of the week- | 


ly paper of that name. Being converted from a bebdomodal 


0 into a monthly publication, it has a greater length of time to 


collect and ſtore its yenom, which it in due ſeaſon vomits forth 
wich the greater malignity and- profuſion. For ſeurrility and 
party-ſpirit it has no rival; even the True- Briton and Britſ- 
Critic muſt confeſs themſelyes outdone; bur a future oppor- 
tunity will preſent of entering into the Merits of this execrable 
miſcellany.  'At preſent we ſhall content ourſelves with re- 
marking, that the leaſt that can be faid of ſuch intemperate 
and-profligate publications is, that they injure e redreſs 
Yhe' canſe they proteſs t to ſerve, 


. * 5 175 BY f nerd 
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6 


Short is the pauſe—ſhe chunders in the Strand, 
And with her warning-voice (g) diſmays the land. 


Each 


i There is fo muck, ſameneſs in the hiſtory of theſe ſyco · 


phants, that I abſolutely feel diſguſted with repeating their in- 


ſipid tale. Previous to his becoming proprietor of a newspa · 
per, Mr. H—t was a half-pay lieutenant, and lodged in rather 
reduced circumſtances at L————. Very fortunately for his 
ſudſequent ſucceſs in life, it happened that the celebrated Mrs. 
Neſbett occupied the firſt floor in the ſame houſe, in which 
Mr. H t rented the ſecond ſtory. As his avocations, being 
engaged i in writing paragraphs for a newspaper, and reporting 
che debates in parliament, required his frequent attendance in 


town, Mrs. Neſbett was induced to take compaſſion on the 


forlorn ftate of his wife, and very humanely uſed to invite her 
to ſpend the ſolitary hours in her apartment. This naturally 
paved the way to a more intimate acquaintance, in the courſe 
of which Mrs, Neſbett had an opportunity of diſcovering the 
extent of Mr. H—t's merit, and deeming it a pity, that a gen- 
tleman of his tranſcendant abilities ſhould lack due encourage- 
ment, ſhe propoſed to him the eſtabliſhment of a newspaper, 
undertaking to ſpeak to miniſters in his behalf. Mr. H—t, 
as we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, eagerly aſſented to the propoſal ; 
and the lady ſtrictly and honourably fulfilling her engagement, 
he was ſhort! y after made editor and joint. proprietor of the 
Truc- B. iton, with George Roſe and Francis Freeling, eſqts. 
Since this period, the whole concern has devolved into his own 
hands, which muſt certainly be a very lucrative ſpeculation, as 
inſtead of a two · pair of ſtairs lodging, it enables him to keep 
an elegant country -houſe and equipage at Hampton, from which 
village he drives to town alternately in his Ine as 
fbr 855 Te 
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Each ſycophant inſtinctive joins the note, 
And brays hoarſe diſcord with diſtended throat, 
3 Eager 
To Mr. H—t's credit be it recorded, that he has not been 
unmindful of the ſource from which his ſucceſs primarily origi- 
nated, and that his gratitude to miniſters is commenſurate to the 
patronage and favours he has received at their hands. Eager 
to diſplay his ſentiments by ſome act of public utility, he very 
patriotically came forward as the projector of the flannel-waiſt- 
coat ſcheme for the duke of York's ſoldiers on the continent, 
and took frequent occaſion to compliment himſelf for his mo- 
therly ſolicitude to preſerve our countrymen in arms from 
| coughs and colds, by writing letters to himſelf and panegyrics 


on his flannels, in his newspaper. But the preſent perilous cri- 
fis has furniſhed him with a more recent opportunity of mani- 


= felting the zeal and patriotiſin of a True-Briton; though the 


event, it is to be deplored, did not accord with his expectations. 
Unwilling to be outdone by any of his co-temporaries in their 
proofs of attachment to government, he formed the project of 
raifing a volunteer-corps in miniature in his own printing-office, 
For this purpoſe he gave a ſupper to his journey-men, and after 
regaling them plentifully with punch and ſtrong beer, propoſed 
the meaſure in a pompous ſpeech, in which he obſerved, what 
a charming thing it would be to have a little army of Trues 
Britoneprinters ; What honor would redound to themſelves from 
being the firſt to tender an offer of their ſervices; and what a 

proud di ſtinction it would confer upon them over the reſt of 
their fraternity, The men liſtened in mute attention to his 
eloquent harangue; which being concluded they drank his 
health with three times three ; but begged leave to decline the 
proferred honour ; a line of conduct, which we find it difficult 
to account for in a company of True-Britons; unleſs it can 
be ſuppoſed, that the men not thinking themſelves ſo well paid 
as their maſter, could not be brought to believe, that they had 
an equal intereſt at (take, 


HE 


Eager they preſs around, a motley throng, 
B——s (b) raves in proſe and 


m in ſong; 
Is 


( 5 Not the glorious wooden-walls of Old England ; but the 
time-ſerving party-walls of the Sun and True-Briton, printing 
offices. 
4 Tpfis prælia miſcent | 
Aggeribus murorum, et inundant ſanguine foſſæ. 


(J) Solem quis dicere falſum 
Audeat ? 


a Sol clario aſtro. 


Moſt unfortunately, this ſelf-fame Sun is but too often ob- 
ſcured and eclipſed ; and thoſe, we fear, who place unqualified 
dependance upon its guidance, will frequently have reaſon to 
complain that they find it as deceitful and treacherous as the 
ſubtle will-with: a-wiſp. 


Iavolvitque orbem tenebris, genteſque coegit 
Deſperare diem. 

As to the True-Briton, notwithſtanding its proud boaſt : 
* Nolumus leges Angliz mutari. ” it ſeems to acknowledge 
no laws but the caprice of a junto, whoſe encroachments upon 
the conſtitution know no other bounds than their own laſety 
and convenience, 


(2) The title of a politico- poetical rhapfody, publiſhed by 
J. Cawthorne of the Strand. By the word A. we mean 
that it is written in rhyme. 


(4) The general complexion of this gentleman's ite 
may beeaſily inferred from the applauſe with which they have 
been honoured by the Crown and Anchor Aſſociation. He is 
a barriſter by profeffion, but, to judge from his publications, 
ſeems to have renounced Coke upon Littleton for the ſpecu · 
lative walks of politics. To crown the ſum of his meritorious 
qualities, he takes a principal part in conduQing the * 
cobin Review. | * | 
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Is it for me to bid the uproar ceaſe, 


And hull theſe factious oliſts (i) to peace? 120 


Can [ contend with rAsHIOx's powerful ſway, 
When $84*4Rs forms the order of the day ? 
Preſumptuous thought!--as well night Gifford(&)hope 
| Stern 
(i) Vix nunc obüiſtitur ine, 5 


Quin laniant mundum, tanta eſt diſeordia. 


(4) Had Mr. G——4 never launched his adventurous bark 
upon the troubled ocean of politics, he might have ſecured the 
reputation, if not of genius and inventive fancy, at leaſt of a 
reſpeRable writer. As an hiſtorical author, I am willing to 
allow him conſiderable merit. His hiſtory of France, con- 
ſidering the maghitude of the undertaking, and the circums 
ſtances under which it was executed, (of which I have had pe- 
culiar opportunity of being thorougnly informed) bears honora- 


die teſtimony to his {killfulneſs and afliduity. But ſeduced by 


the aur: ſacra fames to enliſt under the banners of 2dminiſtra- 
tion, he has quitted his proper ſphere, and pertly brandiſhes his 
Lance, or rather tomahawk, as a political combatant, with all 


© the ferocity, which generally characterizes auxiliarytroops, who 


fght in a foreign cauſe. He wields indeed, the : pen of a rea- 
dy writer; but the intemperance of his zeal, in white ver mo- 
five it originates, frequently outſtripps his knowledge and his 
better-judgment. Tranſlation appears to be his /or4e; but on 
high occaſions he heſitates not to ſtep forward with an original 
compoſition, He has in particular been more violent than 
ſuecefsſul in his paper-war with the Karl of Lauderdale and 
Mr, Erſkine; and has it ſeems, fatally committed himſelf in 
ene of his recent Ons which, nn 


11 4 — + 3 411 2 — ns 88 


* n 


9 See « A ſhort Addreſs to the members of the Royal 
Aſſociations, on the preſent ſtate of affairs.” By J. Gifford eſq. 
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In equal liſts with Lauderdale to cope; 
Stern Glaſſe( 1) to! Nature's charities” lay claim; 
\ | And 


him to a proſecution for a libel at the ſuit of the noble Earl. 
The virulence of his ſtyle renders him an apt co-adjutor for the 
Anti- Jacobin; though, upon a candid review of circumſtan- 
ces, we rather incline to think him entitled to the apology of 
Shakſpeare's apothecary: My poverty but not my willconſents”? 
We ſhall therefore diſmiſs him without farther animadverſion 
recommending only the ſlight pennance of a pilgrimage to 
Exeter. But ſapienti ſat: Mr. G will readily devine our 
motive for giving that city the preference to Coventry, 


(1) Hut that I am forbid 
To tell the ſecrets of this priſon-houſe, 
I could a tale unfold.” Ghoſt in Hamlet. 


Some very curious epiſtolary Correſpondence has lately 
paſſed, it ſeems, between the Reverend Samuel Glaſſe, D D. 
F. R. S. &c. and the celebrated Gilbert Wakefield, reſpecting 

- Certain improvements in the diſcipline of the Houſe of Correc- 
tion in Cold-Bath Fields. Judging of Mr. Wakefield's char- 
ges from the well-known irraſcibility of his character, we can 
not but conclude his ſtatements (to make uſe of the mildeſt term) 
to be exaggerated ; nor can it be expected, that we ſhould pro- 
nounce Dr. Glaſſe a down-right church-inquiſitor, in compli- 
ment to his aſſertions. If the importunity and intruſion of the 
priſoners” friends rendered it neceflary to introduce an iron rail to 

keep them ata proper diſtance; if the indiſcreet kindneſs of re- 
lations, in bringing ſuperfluous proviſions and dainties to the 
priſon, endangered the health of its inhabitants, by begetting a 
ſurfeit; if the Reverend Mr. M—s put imprudent ifiterro- 
gatories to Mr, B—, then under confinement, relative to the 
treatment he experienced;—it was proper in all and ſeveral 
theſe caſes, that regulations of caution and prevention ſhou d be 
adopted: proper that the iron- rail ſhould be introduced ; proper, 
that the ſupply of ſuperfluous proviſions ſhould be interdifted; and 
| 7 G proper 
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And Lonſdale (m) build on patriot-worth his uns; - 


Jerſey his time in booking parcels waſte, 
Or pamphlets write, to prove his conſort chaſte ; 


| His patient meckneſs Bangor's prelate boaſt ; 


(The church's hero, and himſelf a hoſt !) 130 
Horſley 


proper, in the laſt place, that the Reverend Mr. M—Il—s, for 
his raſh conduct, ſhould be turned out by the neck and ſhoul- 


ders. As to the flying rumours of overſtrained rigour and 


abuſe of delegated power, induſtriouſly circulated by a certain 
+ deſcription of people, we regard them in their true and genuine 


light, as the inſidious machinations of deſigning men, who 


would fain make a handle of theſe allegations to promote a ſpi- 
kit of diſaffection ins multitude,” Independent 


of the conſideration that the priſon owes its plan and eftabliſh- 
ment to that illuſtrious philanthropiſt, the late Mr. Howard; 
(a circumſtance which cannot fail to weigh greatly in its favour,) 
we have the venerable authority of the ſenior· judge upon the 
bench in proof of its ſalubrity, which it appears is ſo marvel- 
louſly great, that it might be recommended to conſumptive pa- 
tients for the benefit of their health. And with reſpect to the 
clamour raiſed againſt its internal aeconomy, the explanatory 
letter read by lord Kenyon in its juſtification completely abro- 
gates the validity of the charge, though we cannot pretend ® 
ſay, whether his lordſhip was aware at the time, of the author of 
the letter, on whose teſtimony his approbation was built. 


(en) I beg the noble lord's pardon : Lowther, Baron Viſ- 
count Lowther, I ſhould have named him; but really theſe 
grandees bear their © bluſhing honours” ſo thick upon them, 
and, like certain other public characters, have ſuch a number 
of alias's tagged to their name, that it puzzles a plain man, 
not matriculated in the Herald's Office, to know by what title 


(n) — 5 


1 

Horſley the people's (n) charter'd rights defend, 
And for the civic crown with Fox contend ; 
To gen'rous actions Pulteney make pretence ; 
Old Q. to youth and—— 
As well ſage Canning, (o) with his ſchool-boy wit, 
Force fierce and low'ring Tierney to ſubmit ; 


to common ſenſe ; 


| Kind Baker (y) vote the nation's wealth away, 


And en ne to Smith and (9) Gray: 
Lawrence 


( 5 There is not the ſmalleſt doubt but this amiable prelate 
would cheerfully ſtep forth the champion of the people's liberties 
and rights, if he could but be perſyaded that the people are in 
. poſſeſſion of any rights and liberties to defend. At preſent he 
ſeems to think, that the people, or what is generally ſuppoſed 
ſynonymous, la canaille, have no other concern with the laws 
than to obey them, ? , 


(o) © Notabitis, quod eſt bonus latinifator, valde doctus et 
ſapiens, et eruditio pendet ei ex naribus et ore ſicut vermes ; 
« quia per multos annos fuit primanus, et dudum contrivit 
« grammaticam totam ſub. calceis ſuis, et omnes poteſt meta- 
« phyſicos terminos recitare ad unguem, tanquam Pater noſter, 
« et ſeribere commentaria ſuper Euclidem, et diſputare pro et 
* contra in W corona, et multa paradoxa 
4 ſtatuere, * 


( p) The magnanimoys. generoſity of this Reward of the 
public purſe muſt be freſh in the reader's recollection. He was 
formerly attached to the Oppoſition intereſt; but on the grand 
migration, which took place, headed by the duke of Portland, 
he was abſorbed in the vortex, and drifted to the contrary fide 


of the houſe, . 
G2 [) Dr. Gray, 


1 
Lawrence to Sheridan his might oppoſe: 
Though Alps (r) and Pyrennees his head encloſe; 146 
Wyndham (s) for moderation claim applauſe, 
Whoſe vigour now and then outſtripps the laws; 
1 5 Alike 

127) Dr. Gray, author of a very valuable work, entitled 
« The eſſential principles of the wealth of nationg, in oppoſi 
tion to ſome falſe principles of Dr. Adam Smith.” —The uni- 
verſity of St. Andrews conferred upon the writer the honour» 
ary degree of L. L D. immediately on its publication. Dr. 
Gray is likewiſe the projector of a * Plan for ſupplying Lon- 
don with bread, at one uniform price, from one year to 
« another. ” 


(7) The Doctor, we apprehend, would have had no objec- 
tion, whilſt ſmarting under the ſevere laſh of Mr. Sheridan's 
exquiſite irony in the courſe of laſt Seffions, to have put in 
practice the advice given him by his eloquent antagoniſt: 


J, demens, curre per Alpes. 
and would moſt gladly, have added the Pyrennees to boot, as 
the giants, thats warred on Jove, eſſayed a 


monti ſuperaddere montem. 
Ter ſunt conati imponere Pelio Oſſam. 
| Scilicet atque Oſſæ frondoſum involvere Olympum. 


though ee more with a view to ſcreen himſelf from the 
galling ſhafts of Mr. Sheridan's POPE than from motives 
of vanity, 4 


Ut pueris placeat, ut declunatio fiat, 


(s) Mr. Wyndham's felicity of expreſſion is. Avail, 
| What with his « numbers kill'd off;” his © ſkeleton regi- 


ments;“ and his © yigour beyond the law; c he ſeems neyep 


1 
Alike for modeſt braſs and wit renown'd 4 


Dundas teach(:) grammar, and Horne Tookeconfound 


Pitt (2) of the palt all memory efface, 
And vaunt himſelf the FRIEND oF HUMAN Race! 


Or, if great things with little we compare, 
Thus 


to loſe ſight, even for a moment, of his official ſituation; and 
I L may be ſaid to ſubject the Engliſh language itſelf to martial 
law. 


Quem ſeſe ®ore ferens, quam forti pectore, et armis ! 


As a convincing proof of the high eſteem [I entertain for his 
public character, 1 have in conſiderable forwardneſs a kind of 
matrimonial rhapſody. written after the Shandean manner, 
which I purpoſe dedicating to this great war-miniſter : the work | 
being deſigned to leſſen the number of old maids and batchelors, 
(an +evil which of late years has greatly encreaſed, is ſtill en- 
creaſing, and which ought to be ſuppreſſed) to promote mar- 

riage, and by raiſing up a new generation of loyal ſubjects, to 
ſupply the thouſands ** kill'd off in the preſent conteſt, and 
complete the « ſkeleton regiments” of Great Britain, 


(e) A curious ſpecimen of this gentleman's profound philo- 
logical knowledge has been recently exhibited in moſt of the 
public prints, which eſtabliſhes the literary character of the 
writer beyond all poſſibility of doubt. 


(2 There 


PI II * 


3 


* Ving. Zn. rv. v. 11. 


7 The cauſe of this evil we have ſlightly entarnentel-upon 
in a former note, (ſee page 25) in which we had occaſion to 
diſcuſs the different ratio of human and vegetable procreation, 


ind to lament the galloping, geometiical progreſs of celibacy. 
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E 1 
(Thus Virgil ſang, (v) and own'd the reas'ning fair) 
If oaks with bulrufhes may be combin'd, 


In metaphor, and hares with lions join'd ; I 50 


As 


( a) There are > doubtlefs many caſes and circumſtances in 
life, in which a convenient and manageable memory may with 


ſttrict juſtice be pronounced an incomparable bleſſing The- 


miltocles, we are told, declined the offer of Simonides to teach 
bim the art of reminiſcence ; obſerving, withal, that he would 


_ prefer a leſſon of oblivion; as he found it more difficult to for- 
get the things which diſpleaſed him, than to remember all the 


ſcenes of his life, which afforded him ſatis faction. If Mr. Pitt, 
contrary to the example of Themiſtocles, ſhould on any parti- 


| cular occaſion wiſh to refreſh and ſtrengthen his powers of re- 


collection, we would reccommend the following ſimple but on 
tent preſcription. t ( Afini lichen naribus illitus ex —— ; 
© velcaprini cornus nidor, aut pilorum ; vel jecur aprinum. 

We know not, whether we may, without offence to his mo- 
deſty, add, in caſe the above remedies ſhould fail, the infallible 
olfaftory ſpecific & © myſtel/e tefticuli inveterati. but it will 


be indiſpenſibly neceſſary, whilſt under this courſe, to conform 
to a ſtrict regi men, and in particular to refrain from wine and 
all ſpiritous liquors, as the memory owes not only i its ſtrength, 
JO. its very exiſtence to a due temperature of the brain; 


| MNMeminiſſe et /apere ex temperamento advenit cerebri, 
E nempe cum medio modo habet, it neque calidum neque fri- 


| gidum fit.” Mr. Pitt is conſtitutionally diſpoſed to the es 


of the two extremes. 


) Sic por catulos fi ns fic matribus 8 
Noram, fic parvis componere magna e ee 


Ecl. 1. v, 23. 
| I think 


+ Plin. lib, xxv111, cap, XVII, 
9 Tdemy xxx. cap. XVII. 


K 


I 


As well might Boaden (w) with great Shakſpeare vie, 
And Homer fear to be eclips'd by (x) Pye; 
| Perditta 


I think the gentlemen named on this occaſion ought to eſteem 
themſelves under very great obligation to me for the delicate 
turn I have given to Virgil's ſimile. helps and Puppies would 
cut but but a ſorry figure in modern metaphor, 


(w) Like as philoſophum non facit barba, according to the 
old adage, we would juſt beg leave to hint to this mighty play- 
wright and dramatic cenſor, that the genius of Shakſpeare; his 
ſublime imagery, his ardent conception, and happy delineation 


of character, are not to be picked up and appropriated with the 


gleanings of obſolete phraſes, uncouth expreſſions, and old ſay- 
ings and ſaws, which occaſionally render the writings of this 
immortal bard harſh and crabbed to modern ears ; though they 
offer no impeachment to Shakſpeare's judgment, as they were 
Current and in accredited vogue at his age. 


5 Nedum ſermonum ſtet honos et gratia vivax, 
Multa renaſcentur, quæ jam cecidere, cadentque, 


Quæ nunc ſunt in honore, vocabula, ft volet uſus, * 
loquendi, * 


Quem penes arbitrium eſt, et jus, et norma 


Widely different is the caſewith the imitatorum fervum pecus 
of un-gifted play-wrights, who imagine to become Shakspeare's 
invita Miner va, by adopting the peculiarities of his diction. 
Æſop relates a pleaſant ſtory of a certain animal, which vainly 
hoped to inherit the courage and magnanimity of the king of 
beaſts, by putting on the ſkin of a defunct lion; but though the 
trick ſucceeded with the ignoble part of the brute creation; and 
terrified ſuch as were incompetent to judge but from appearances, 

it was immediately detected by the maſter, and only ſerved to 


expoſe 


* — 
6 


5 Hor. de arte poet v 69, 


D 

Perdita ()) for a ſecond Sappho paſs, | 
Or crazy for a 'buxom laſs f 
. Wright 


expoſe the arrogant pretender to greater indignities. We ſhall 
have occaſion to reſume the ſubject of Mr. Boaden's dramatic 
- merits in a future note. 


(x* Tt is not without deſign, that we, in the preſent inſtance, 
aſſociate the name of Pye, though icially a writer of Odes, 
with the great Father of Epic poetry, The Laureat has re- 

, OP plumed his wings for a bolder flight, 


Vitreo daturus 
Nomina *ponto, 


and in his Naucratia has out-dared even Homer himſelf, taking 
up his parable, contrary to the precedent of that illuſtrious bard, 
and the rule laid down by Horace, T ab os; and tracing his 
ſubject from the aquatic excurſion of Admiral Noah to the naval 
triumphs of Lord Duncan. At preſent Mr. Pye, we underſtand, . 
is engaged upon a Supplement to this work, which brings the 
hiſtory of our naval victories down to the engagement of the 
memorable firſt of Auguſt, and concludes with a grand proceſ- 
ſion of crocodiles to congratulate the gallant Baron Nelſon of 
the Nile. 


8 00 The writer of legitimate ſonnets, whom certain pretended 
critics: affect to honor with the dignified appellation of the 
_ Britiſh Sappho; though it would be difficult to identify a ſingle 
point of reſemblance in which her 1 anſwer the Horatian + 

_ deſcription: | 


Spirat adhuc amor, \ © 
Vivuntgue 
8 Hor lib. rv, Od. 2 
I Nec reditum Diomedis ab interitu Meleagri, 


Nec * bellum Trojanum orditur ab ov. 
DE Arte Poet, v. 146. | 


U J. 
Wright (2) ſeek a fortune with his Bob Short-pen 


And 6lank-verſe (a) Malton triumph over Wren : 
Croft 


Vivuntque commiſſi calores 
+ ZEvlize fidibus puellæ.“ 


(z) Not J. Wright of the Anti- Jacobin, but G. Wright, 
eſq. the writer of conundrums, and pithy moral ſentences, as he 
terms them, for the La lies Magazine, under the ſignature of 
Bob Short. He is poſſeſſed of an independant income, but his 
penurious habits will not permit him to live in the ſtyle of a 
gentleman, His meanneſs can only be equalled by his vanity, 
of which the reader may be enabled to form an imperfe& idea 
from the following anecdote. Underſtanding that a biographi- 
work was preparing for publication, under the title of 
Britiſb Public Characters, of 1798, containing interęſting 
Anecdotes of about one hundred of the moſt diflinguiſhed 
per ſonages of the age; with portraits of the principal ones; 
Bob Short actually applied to know, whether his own profile 
would not be wanted, and in what order of ſucceſſion the me- 
an were to be inſerted ! 

(a) Mr. J. Malton, author of a Treatiſe on Cottage-Arebi- 
tecture, illuſtrated with appropriate deſigns, ſome of which were 
ſubmitted to public inſpection at the laſt Exhibition of the Roy- 
al Academy, The only recommendation, which we have been 
able to diſcover in theſe deſigns, conſiſts in the identical circume 
ſtance, which many would be tempted to conſider as their prin» 
cipal defect, the want of a unity of plan, which renders them 
capable, like any other piece of patch-work, of being enlarged 
ad libitum to any ſize, in exact proportion as the proprietor 
adds to the number of his family. Nr. M, who is not 
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4 * PR 


| * -Hor, lib, * 4 


To public taſte I ſacrifice my own; 


* k 4 . ”s 
2 . 
r * 
0 * 
4 1 ” * 
Wi! 


. 


Croft (+) for his ſymbol chooſe the peaceful dove, 
And un-roug d (c) Archer ape the Queen of Love! 


Yet, though to Faſhion's high beheſt I yield, 
And arm'd with Satire boldly take the field ; 160 
Though, complaiſant and ſelf-denying grown, 


Yet 


only an artiſt but eke a poet, has chaunted the praiſes of a rural 


life in ſoms very ſublime blank verſe of his own fabrication. 


(5) The Beverend George Croft, D. D. author of a Short | 


Commentary, with Strictures, on certain parts of the moral 


writings of Dr. Paley and Mr. Giſborne, with a ſupplement, 
&c. The whole publication is equally notorious for its arro- 


gance and perſecuting ſpirit. In the plenitude of his inquiſi- 


torial zeal, this preſumptuous dictator would fain give no 
quarter to any religioniſts who diſſent from his opinions; he 
condemns the over-ſtrained toleration, as he deems it, of the 
eftabliſhed church, and roundly declares that whoever avows 
his doubts of the miracles recorded in the bible ought to ſuffer 
exemplary puniſhment; © I wiſh not the puniſhment to be 
exceſſive ; but let it be awful 1— his expreſs words. 


= c) Quo fugit Venus? heu! quires _ ton? 


Quo motus? Quid habes illius, illius, 


Quæ ſpirabat amores? 
is anus, et tamen 
Vis formoſa videri; 


ee et * peas! TY 
4 


pf „Hor. lib, rv. od. i 13. 
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And with the Tbeban (d) in Iambic ſtrains 
Jo virtuous indignation give the reins; 
Still ſhall my muſe no ſland'rous theme indite, 
No foul abuſe diſgrace the Jines I write; 
Still no approbrious taunts inſult my foes, 
And ſtigmatize the man I muſt oppoſe. 
To Billingſgate and Wakefield I exile 
The claſſical vituperative ſtyle ; 170 
Tis his (nor do I envy him the fame) 
To bring reproach upon the ſcholar's name; 
To bully ev'ry rival in diſpute, 
And fink the the man of letters in the brute ; 
In ““ flow'rs rhetorical” to rail by rule, 
And chide in tropes from fam'd St. Giles's ſchool ! 
Such phraſe may aptly ſuit the venal crew, 
Who rule the An/i-jacobin Review, May 


(d.) The invention of Iambic verſe, and its application to 
ſatirical compoſition is attributed to Archilochus, 
Archilochum proprio rabies armavit Iambo * 


| | who appears to have been a more amiable and virtuous crater 
then he is generally repreſented, The Muses, we are told, wept 
at his death, and bore honourable teſtimony to his praiſe ; and 
Euſebius informs us, on the authority of QEnomanus, a 
Greek writer, that Archias, the murderer of Archilochus, was 
interdicted by Apollo from viſiting his temple, becauſe he had _ 
killed the friend of the Muses. Qui Archilochum occidig , 
„ Archias, a templo, quasi ſceleſtus, exire ab Apollini . P 
* eſt; Musarum enim amicum occiderat, 
| | H 2 | (e) In 
＋ | 


. 
= : * + 
7” * 
— r — - © "ey" C * * 9 
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May ſuit the ĩatellites of pow'r and pay, 
The porcupines (e) and hedge-hogs of the day; 180 


May. 


(e) In adopting theſe figurative appellations, I am not guil- 
ty of deviating in the ſlighteſt degree from the rule of conduct I 
have above laid down. | throw out no opprobrious taunts, no 


foul abuſe; I ſtigmatize no man; but merely name this brace of 


Spirited writers, this par nobile fratrum, theſe Arcades ambo, 
by the title they have themſelves choſen and appropriated. I give 
Mr. * Peter Porcupine all due credit for the judgment he has diſ- 
played in the choice of a dendmination, ſo eminently characteriſtic 
of the complexion of his publications. When I caſt my eye 
over the catalogue of 9 I am ſtruck with admiration at 
the terrific ſublimity of his genius, as evinced in the very titles of 
his pamphlets, amongſt which his BLOOD Broy, thrown out 
as a warning to the political Pilots of all Nations] ſtands emi- 


nently conſpicuous. Occaſionally he deſcends from his grandeur, 


and in ſome e/tgant « effuſion throws out + A Bone to gnaw for 


the Democrats; but even theſe acts of gracious condeſcend- 


fion are not untinctured with the native ſternnefs of his charac- 
ter, which he manifeſts by commiſſioning his whipper-in, Mr. 


Humphrey Hedg.-bog to ſtand at the threſhold of the door, and 


hold out in terrorem a Rod for the Backs of the Cute. Now 
this ſelf· ſame rod, I apprehend, bears ſome affinity to the inſtru- 


f 1 =P y * \ ment 


” —— 
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Ide real name of this intemperate pamphleteer is William 
Corbett, a bookſeller in Philadelphia. It ſeems he has been 


der ſecuted, though not for © righteouſneſs ſake, for publiſh- 


3 ; libel Upon crowned-heads. See his Republican Judge, Oc. 


3 


4 | See A Bone to gnaw for the Demecrats by Peter Porcue * 
22 to which is prefixed a Rod fr 4 the Backs 4 the Criti 10 
by Hedgehog. 3 : 


— 


Er Þ 
May ſuit “ , in high or low degree e 
May ſuit Lord Auckland, (J) but it ſuits not me. 
Still 


ment of flagellation known to the ancients by the name of hy/- 


trichides, & qui ppe quod ex ſuillis conte xta ſetis, and thoſe 


who make uſe of it may not unjuſtly be ſuppoſed to poſſeſs, 
what St. Jerome terms a porcupine ſoul; © Apud Hieronymum 
« mens hyſtrichula eſſe videtur livore ſordida, et virus mordax 
*: miſfilium a culeorum inſtar ejaculari conſueta.”” 


With reſpect to his worthy co-adjutor, I ſhall briefly remark, 
that hedge hogs have from time immemorial been in great re- 
pute for anſwering all the purpoſes of a weathercock : + © Mu- 


4 ftationem Aquilonis in Auſtrum, conaentes ſe in cubile, præ- 


« /agiunt.” And g Ariſtotle informs us, that a certain citi- 
zen of Byzantium univerſally paſſed for a conjuror, by keeping 
a hedge-hog, which enabled him to predict ſtorms and tempeſts. 
But whether Mr. Humphrey has wit enough to acquire this 
charaQer for himſelf, or whether the peruſal of his pamphlet 


will convert his reader into a conjuror, is rather a matter of 
doubtful event. | 


(FH) * If the language of Lord Grenville, was not that of 
*# conciliation, that which was employed by Lord Auckland, 


his Britannic Majeſty's ambaſſador at the Hague, in a me- 


„ morial preſented to the States General of the United Pro- 


« yinces, on the twenty- fifth of January was totally without 
* precedent in hiſtory, as proceeding from one ſtate, which 
4« wiſhed to be at peace with another. Mretehes aſſuming the 


2 Hirai is the Greek and Latin name for a Poeopine 
© + Plin. lib, vis. cab. 3). 


3 en 


1 Hiſt, Animal, lib. IX, cap. 4. N 


« title 


And if I injure, be th' offender known. 1090 


| no man, in my tbl pprtnſion hs 3 riht to pr wth 


62 J 
Still Teſs I'll lie in ambuſh to ſurprize, 
And ſkulk beneath (g) anonymous diſguiſe ; 


In ſtudied myſtery inyalve my name, 


And void of fear, ſhake off all ſenſe of ſhame. - - 


Still leſs aſſaſſin- like I'll ſtab my foe, 


Unſeen the hand that deals the murd'rous blow. 
No !—what I boldly write, I'll boldly own, | 


Let 
« title of philoſophers, who had the preſumption to think them- 
<< ſelves capable of eſtabliſhing a new ſyſtem of civil ſociety, 
* and to realizea dream of vanity, who deſtroyed all received. 
« notions of ſubordination, manners and religion,—were the 
* terms in which the legiſlature of France was deſcribed in 
«« an official public paper. They were further charged in this 
« curious production with imbecillity and villainy. Proper- 
< ty, liberty, ſecurity, even life itſelf, were ſaid to be p/ay- 
things in the hands of theſe infamous men, the ſlaves of the 
* moſt licentious paſſions of rapine, enmity and ambition.” 
See French Revolution, by Gifford and others, p. 718. 


(g) Although I have had occaſion to animadvert upon this 
topic in the preface, I cannot ſuffer the preſent opportunity to 
flip unimproved, without entering my mof? ſolemn proteſt againſt 
all anonymous ſatire, in which individuals are publickly 
attacked by name, whilſt the author daſtardly conceals his own. 


 Metives of perſonal ſafety and convenience may, indeed, ſug- 


geſt the expediency of ſuch a practice; but to reconcile it with 
the principles of true honour requires greater {kill in caſuiſtry 
than I happen to be poſſeſſed of, To me the diſtinction be- 
tween individual and general fatire appears incalculably great ; _ 


the 


E +] 
Let (5) PII Eo, ſwelling with envenom'd ſpite, 
Conceal his baſe defigns in ſhrouding night ; 
For 


the feelings of another, who refuſes to give his adverſaty an 
opportunity of exerciſing the lex talionis. Literary warfare 
ought in this reſpect to be conducted upon the ſame principle 
as duels; the conteſt ſhould be fought on equal terms, and 
with equal weapons. To attack, where no reſiſtance can poſ- 
ſibly be made; to ſtab a foe behind his back and off his guard, 
argues at once a cowardly and ſanguinary mind. The man, 
who fears to meet his match, ought not wantonly to provoke 
hoſtilities. And when it happens, as ſometimes will befall, that 
theſe daſtardly ſcribblers are in conſequence of their own timid: 
precautions expoſed to the mortification of having a farrage, 
even more vile and incongruous than their own, *fathered upon 
them ; when they are reduced to the wretched alternative of 
foltering a diſgracefnl baſtard, or abandoning their lurking- 
place, to publickly diſavow the imputation, what pity or indul- 
gence can they hope to meet with? In theſe caſes exultation and 
even inſult on the fide of the injured party are in a great mea- 
ſure juſtifiable. 

60 1 


Such has been the hapleſs, but merited fate of the * 
thor of the Purſuits of Literature, who is made to paſs for. 
the reputed father of a vile compound of folly and ribaldry, 
entitled the Grove, Greatly as we diſapprove of the former 
publication, we ſhould deem it an affront to the author to 
ſuppoſe him capable of producing ſuch a contemptible per- 
formance as the latter, which 1s, in the moſt unlimited ſenſe 
of the word, beneath the dignity of criticiſm. The verſifi- 
cation (for it would be an arrant miſnomer to call it poetry) 
is intolerably faulty, harſh and unmetrical, and favours. 
ſtrongly of the- ſchool of Sternhold and Hopkins; the ſenti- 

* ments 


Tk 
For dark and foul his deeds, he well may ſhun 
The conſcious witneſs of the tell tale (i) ſun. 
Well may he dread to meet the public eye, 
For guilt appalls, and bids the daſtard fly. 
His narrow ſoul to bigot fears a prey, 
Conjures up phantoms to his own diſmay. 


Li by 


0 1 have already ated my reaſons in a formet "5 
60 page 33) for applying this name to the author of the "Do 


. of Literature, | 


(i) This antipathy to light and publicity i is not . 
to PET EO. In all ages and in all countries (not excepting 
oven/the polar regions) there pn have exiſted a certain 

_ 


Pry 4 4 * — n FI VER 4 c . . 
* . 


—_ are for the major-part meagre, unmeaning and jeune; 
or elſe inflated with affectation and conceit; and the lan- 
guage vulgar, undignified, and but too frequently ungram- 
matical. Indeed we ſhould treat the whole performance 
with contempt, as unworthy ſerious notice, but for the ma- 
levolent and wanton attack made upon a worthy gentle- 
man of moſt amiable and reſpectable character, Mr. Charles 
Phillips, who in one of the notes is accuſed of having 
in conjunction with Anthony Paſquin, ſwindled -a no- 
bleman, eminent for his literary endowments, out of the 
ſum of ten pounds, by palming upon him the copy of an 
old work as an original manuſeript. The whole of this 
ſcandalous charge we have authority for pronouncing a falſe, 
infamous; and even a#ianable libel, The manuſcript in 
queſtion conſiſted of Characteriſtic Delineations of all the _ 
remarkable and great men! that flouriſhed ſrom the Reſtoration 10 


1 1 giving an | accurate deſcription of their perſon, 
5 dreſs 


1 ] 
Like Burke, his brain with Rxvoruriox teems, 
And Rec1ci1pts in crimſon haunt his dreams: 200 
Confpiracies at ev'ry turn be ſpies, 
Daggers (+) in ſun-beams, armies in the ſkies. 
Vainly he hop'd, when Burke from earth withdrew, 


To catch his mantle, as it downward flew : 
; But 


#20 


.claſs of men of the noctua ſpecies, whole character may be 
ſeen fully deſcribed in the third chapter of the goſpel ac- 
cording to St. John, to which, therefore, we moſt reſpe&- 
fully refer ouf readers. Mars, it ſhould ſeem, was one of 
theſe couſins-german to Nyct imene, for we are expreſsly told 
by the poets, that he ſtood in greater awe and dread of the 
| Sun than of all the other Gods; and hence Euripides, in 

| alluſion 


: Ln 1 — 


3 Fa Vt 


dreſs and manners, and was ſold to Mr. —, librarian to 
the nobleman alluded to, at his own price of two guineas, 
which, we appeal to the reader, certainly cannot be account- 
ed an exorbitant ſum for a manuſcript of ſuch great value, 
conſidered as a literary curioſity ; and we are bold to add far 
beneath the price which the nobleman would have offered, 
had he been perſonally applied to. As to Anthony Paſquin, 
the alleged partner in the ſale, we can with confidence affirm, 
that he had not the remoteſt concern in the tranſaction. 
And herewith we take our leave of this ſelf-ſame Grove, 
. briefly remarking, that both the author and publiſher may 
think themſelves very fortunate in having had to deal with a 
_gentleman of Mr. Phillips's forbearing and forgiving tem- 
per. Some perſons would have reſented the affront by legal 
proceſs, but Mr. Phillips, and we ſpeak from a perſonal 
-knowledge,of his worth, poſſeſſes a heart hee with 
the milk, of human ee, 


* 1 . 
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But only half the heir-ſhip was his lot, 
He caught his fury, but his genius not. 


PFoe to improvement, and to moral worth, 
He ftrives to ſtrangle reaſon in the birth; 
In fetters baſe the intellect to bind, 
And chain to earth the heav'n- aſpiring mind. 210 
Puff d up with-envy and pedantic (1) pride, | 
He fain would bear no rival at his fide; 
Would 


alluſion to his office, as detecter and informer-general, very 
juſtly Ryles this glorious luminary, the lamp of the Deity. 


(*) This alludes to the ever memorable dagger-/cene, im 
which Mr. Burke violated the ſanctioned uſages of Par- 
liament, and eſtabliſhed a precedent, which eventually might 
pave the wy ro EET hp and aſſaſſination. 


8 Schnickedophtry eb koroſo: 
« O Kudor! Kudor | Kudor ! 
&« Wickywacky och nn ; 
« Sthrinkapum gwypes.“ 
Tuarrachne Chrog. b: A. . 933» 


We truſt that the reader will pardon, this quotation, as it 
is excluſively addreſſed to PELEG., ©& To a ſcholar I would 
fpeak as a ſcholar.” ——See Purſuits of Literature, Dia- 
logue Iv. p. 322. It may not perhaps be altogether ſuper+ 
fluous to add, that our quotations from this poem are 
extracted trom the Seventh Edition; fince which we find an 
eighth has been publiſhed, independant of a-tranflation of all 
the Greek, Latin, French, Italian, and Baby lonian paf- 

5 8 ſages, 


1 


Would hurl the thunderbolt of Jove below, 
To blaſt the germs of genius ere they blow. 
Religion in his hand becomes the tool 
Of fell oppreſſion and deſpotic rule. 
At will he ſhapes it to his dark deſigns, 
To kill or cure, as int'reſt moſt inclines. 
Now with Hilkiah's (n) ſon his numbers flow 
To lamentations and the ſongꝭ of woe. 220 
Of Anti- Chtiſt () he raves in piteous wail, 
And tells of popiſh plots a diſmal tale. 


How 


ſages, with which this folyglot-performance ſo richly 
abounds. 


(m) See « The words of Jeremiah, the ſon of Hilkiah,” 
——author of a book of prophecies, to which is annexed a 
ſtring of Lamentations, 


() Let it not be ſuppoſed, that this and the ſubſequent 
lines, however ludicrous they may appear, are a mere 
Jeux d"eſprit of the writer, introduced for the purpoſe of - 
raiſing a ſmile at PELEG's expence. No!—they are literally 
PzLeG's own words; a faithful tranſcript of PeLes's 
doleful ditty, and cry of alarm, as exhibited in his charit- 
able philippic againſt the poor, unfortunate, ſuffering 
emigrants, dependant for their very exiſtence on the bounty 
and generoſity of the Britiſh nation, PRLENO, with the 
| ſagacity of a diviner, the preſcience of a prophet, and 
the rueful ſadneſs of Hilkiah's ſon, anticipates, predicts, 
and laments the imminent. and certain ruin, both of the 
body politic and pby/ical, from the uſe of drugs, ſpecifics, 
12 and 


— 


-y 
- 


{ 68 ] 
How Feſuit. pills may harm the conſtitution, - 
And Friar's-balſam work a revolution! 
| | How 


and anti-/iphylitic noſtrums, with Roman Catholic names; 
even names appertaining unto the ſcarlet - coloured beaſt, on 


. whom ſitteth the mother of harlots! * The very medicine 


„ (he writes, page 136) is papal. Behold their laxative 
4 and ſulphurated pills l their medicated ſnuff, prepared from 
« the original receipt found in the Jeſuit's library ! their 
« Teſuit's nervous pill! their Jeſuit's drops! and Friar's 
« balſam !” &c. &c. PEIIO appears to be deeply read, 
perhaps experimentally verſed, in the dangerous myftery of 
this unconſtitutional, quackery. I underſtand them but 
too well! —he adds, decernunt quodcunque volunt de 


corpore noſtro. The famous gun · poder plot was a mere 


Pop- gun buſineſs, g Ht to this grand Catholic quack= 
conſpiracy / 


We, on the other hand, who have had no opportunity 
of analyzing this Popi/h flate-venon, and who are not in a 
capacity to pronounce upon its effects, either experimentally 
or theoretically; cannot, although we deteſt ſuperſtition and 
fanaticiſm as much as PRIEO himſelf, or any other man, 
conſent to become acceſſaries and abettors to his blind zeal; 
on the authority of ſuch vague and unſubſtantial evidence; 
nor will philanthropy permit us to join in holding vp to 
national opprobrium and reſentment, a numerous body of 
perſecuted, plundered exiles, already bowed down under the 
unſ ufferable weight of irretrievable calamity and wretched- 
neſs. As PELEG affects the character of a ſtrictly religious 
mar, and delights in ſcriptural quotations, we would re- 
commend to his ſerious attention, the reproof given by Chriſt 


to his apoſiles, when the intemprance of their zeal led 


them to imprerate fire from. heaven, to avenge the inſult 
offered 


— 69 ] 
How medicated-ſuuff may prieſts inſpire, | 
And nuns prof:ſs'd engender “ ſulph'rous fire. 
How Romiſb laxatives may purge the ſtate, | 
And Proteſtant aſtringents come too late! 
When all is rotten to the very core, 
And all polluted by the ſcarlet whore ! 239 
How monſters teem from her prolific womb, 
And yell in Wincheſter (o) as erſt in Rome. 


Now, changing note, he drops the plaintive ſtrain, 
And turns drum-major to the warring train : 
| Pitt's 
offered to their maſter : 
% Ye know not what manner of ſpirit ye are of.” 


We would ſincerely recommend to this ſelf. appointed 
church-inquiſitor, to copy the benevolent example of Him, 
of whom it is written: „A bruiſed reed ſhall he not 
_ $. break, and ſmoking flax ſhall he not quench.” 

\ | 
(o) Conſult Px ro's note concerning the great college 
of prieſts, and head-quarters of the Catholics, in the 
king's s houſe at Wincheſter, which he terins the f opprobrious 
bill; and commands as all to frown * it. 


Fla? ) With 


Luke 1X. v. 55. 
+ Iſaiah XLII. v. 3. 


7 


Purſuits of Literature, page 199. 


If 40 31 
Pitt's peaceful ſoul inflames with << bores 'd (p) fe,” 
Left, haply, Pitt's own fury ſhould expire! 


Arms and the man the heav'n-born man he fings, 


Who fights the ſacred cauſe of God and kings! 
Zeal cats him up—no more he views with dread 


«The popiſh leaven mix with Britiſh bread ; 240 


But from her cloiſter d cell in this cruſade 
Cites gloomy Superſtition to his aid. 


Cloſe at her heels ſee Perſecution drive, 


And ſoon the Holy Office ſhall revive : 

Soon ſhall each miſcreaat (g) its vengeance feel, 

And Geddes (v) ſoon with Lewis (s) glut che _ | 
en 


(p) With France he mu/? contend; 
There I will own, and feel myſelf his friend, 
And ſing with Burke's or Maro's borrow'd fire, 
«K% *Arows auld the Rank.” 


( 1 make uſe of this word in its literal and original 

acceptation, as implying an erroneous believer, or to ſpeak 

in the language of the Inquiſition, an heretic; i. e. a per- 

ſon whoſe religious creed does not perfectly ſquare way 
the tenets of Father Pere and Co. 


() Poor Pale, it ſeems, was moſt ſadly terrified and 
Aae before he had geg far in reviewing the 
Doctor's 


* Y l A as. 4 


rn _ 
* q * ct — 


9 Pur ſuits of Literature, Dialogue 11. v. 101. 


— 


1 


Godwin and Volney (7) periſh in the ſtorm, 
Nor this his Ruins ſave, nor that Reform. 


But 


Doctor's Tranſlation of the Bible: *I really would not 
* truſt myſelf (he writes) to criticize the tranſlation itſelf, 
« after I had read the fifth chapter of Judges, verſe 30.” — 
Accordingly, reverſing the practice of Dean Swiſt's readers, 
who hoped to ** + catch knowledge, by throwing their wit 
« on the poſteriors, or Index, of a book, as boys do ſpar- 
* rows, by flinging ſalt upon their tails,” by a proceſs 
equally ſummary and concluſive, he falls foul upon the 
preface, and condemns the whole work, without reading, 
according to his own avowal, one quarter of it, This, it 
muſt be owned, is a ſhort and effectual mode of blaſting a 
writer's reputation z but the juſtice of it we leave to the 
decifion of the reader. PRLERO's intentions may, never- 
theleſs, be good, and we truſt they are ſo; but he too fre- 
quently falls into the error of thoſe, of whom Paul beats 
record: « That they pave a zeal of * but not ace ord- 
*« ing to 4nowleage þ.” , a 


(s) J am not much in the habit of reading novels; but 
the general outcry raiſed by the critics en maſſe againſt Mr. 
Lewis's unfortunate Mont, induced me to give the work 
a peruſal ; nor am I aſhamed to add, that it yielded me 
conſiderable ſatisfaction. I admit, in their fulleſt force and 
extent, the validity of the objections made to this popular 
re, on the fcore of the extrayaganee and wildneſs of 

the 


- =) * 2 * 
* 


% 7 Preface to the fourth e of the Purſuits of * 


rature, 


+ Tale of a Tub, ſection vi. 
OH among et df] 
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. 
But hence with PEL TO; of this Oates enough, 
This plot-monger in balſams, pills and ſnuff! 250 
INT Not 


the: Saen I . che inroduBtion of * ferme. 


agency as little as any man, 


1 1 00 No German e a my Englich bent, 


Unus'd at + Ys and GA Os to ſtart,” . 


dut 3 in criticizing a FE of genius, and the Monk, in my 
humble opinion, boaſts a legitimate claim to that title; I 


poſſeſs, I truſt, ſufficient candour and diſcrimination to 
| ſeparate the wheat from the chaff, Ubz plura nitent, non 


429 paucis e maculis. N PxLEG will not ſuffer 
the 


8 4 a . 1 4 » R is 
— - 1 N - _— 


To judge of the taſte and literary character of the age, 
from the preſent rage for the marvellous and horrible; for 
ghoſts, devils and hobgoblins; it might not unreaſonably be 


a concluded, that communities, as well as individuals, even 


with reſpect to the operations of mind, had their pre- 


ſeribed periods of adoleſcence, maturity and decay; and 


that the nation, collectively, was now, at this very mo- 


ment, in a ſtate of ſecond detage. Tales of witches and 
fairies, of necromancers and enchanted caſtles, with the whole 


. ghaſtly apendage of walking ſkeletons, ' gliding forms, 


blood-ftained daggers, and the various et-ceteras of the 


venerable pantomime of Rau head and Bloody-bones, which 
aſore · time yielded us a kind of fearful delight in the nurſery, 


are now Io forward to regale us in the decline of 


+ Purſuits of Ts, Dial. Iv. v. 7 


life. | 


3 
Not all the fulſome praiſe ſuborn'd by bribe, 


And loudly echoed by each venal ſcribe; 
By 


the youth of the author to operate as a qualifying plea in 
extenuation of his errors, in a moral light; it certainly 
conſtitutes an apology, admiſſible by univerſal ſuffrage, 
before a literary tribunal, for venial inadvertencies, where 
the correct judgment of maturer years appears wanting to 
. repreſs the exuberance of an ardent imagination. | feel no 
heſitation, no dread of committing myſelf, when I affirm, 
That the Monk, conſidered in the aggregate, as a work of 
taſte and fancy, bears the ſtamp and incontrovertible evi- 
dence of tranſcendant genius. The beautiful epiſode of 

| Matilda, 


6 


life. Whilſt we rail at my/tery in religion, we make it the 
very life and ſoul, the fine qua nen of dramatical, poetical, 
and novel-writing excellence. But there is juſt ground to 
hope, that in this, as in phyſical complaints, exceſs will 
ultimately conduce to a cure, and that the evil will redreſs 
itſelf by ſuppuration. Mr, Lewis, with the hand and 
pencil of a maſter, ſketched a dramatic production, in 
which he introduced the apparition of the murdered 
Evelina. His play met with unparalleled and not unmerited 
ſucceſs ; and ſtrait- way Boaden, with no talents for com- 
poſition, but his own conceit, went to work upon its 
like,” as he hoped, and gave the public a miſhapen brat, -a 

Jump of deformity and diſtoition, which, without any 
thanks to the author, produced the happieſt effects, by 
turning the trad in ghoſts into burleſque and ridicule; and 
it deſerves to be remarked, that none of the theatrical 
writers have ſince yentured to bring en an apparat ion 


K | upon 


' 
' 
| 
| 
| 
4 


ita 9 


By Britiſh- Critics, 00 and the ſelf-dubb'd crew 


Of Anti-Jacobins, and (w) Britons True; 
Not 


Matilda, in the firſt volume, furniſhes an inſtance of the 
patheye, perhaps never ſurpaſſed; and had her ſtory termi- 
nated with her imbibing from Ambroſio's arm the venom 
infuſed by the bite of the centipede, it might be pronounced 


a perfect picture. It is worked up throughout with exquiſite 
ſenſibility, and makes a forcible appeal to the hear: The 


limits of the preſent publication will not allow me to ex- 
patiate on the poetical merit of the ballads introduced in 
Mr. Lewis's romance; among which the Gip/ey Song, and 
the charming tale of 4/phonzo and Imogene, will command 


applauſe, as long as nature, claſſic ſiinplicity, ſentiment 
| TE, 
and 


— 


upon the ſtage. The reputation acquired by Mis R, 


as a my/terious novel- writer, has ſeduced the innumerable 
horde of romance ſcribblers to launch out into ſuch wild 
and revolting extravagances, as bid fair tq bring this ſpecies 
of compoſition into general diſcredit, Not many months 
ſince the whole town was bewitched with the childiſh 
ſtory of Leonora's woes; even the Laureat had a finger in 
the pye; but though no coſt, no pains were ſpared to 
render this foreign high - ſeaſoned d:/þ reliſhing and attrac- 
tive, though the artiſt and the printer eſſayed their utmoſt 
{kill in its preparation, it ſoon palled upon the public, and 
was juſtly diſcarded for more ſubſtantial fare. Mr. Colman, 
in his ingenious tale of the Maid of the Moor, (lee My 
Night Gown and Slippers, or Tales in Verſe, by G. Colman, 
jun. eſq.) has ſatirized the ballad of Leonora, with 1 inimita- 
ple humour and addreſs. It is a performance, which may 
juſtly be pronounced a maſter: piece in its kind, 


d 


1 
Not all his ſordid arts to pleaſe the town, 


Which gulps with open throat each libel down; 
| Not 


and taſte, accompanied with the moſt beautiful imagery, 
ſhall continue to be felt, underſtood, and to find ad- 
mirers. | 


But, it ſeems, the main object of reprehenſion reſpects 
the alledged immorality and libidinous tendency of the work. 
This, I confeſs, if duly proved and ſubſtantiated, would con- 
ſtitute a charge of the moſt ſerious nature ; and counter-ba- 
lance every claim to applauſe, which the literary talents 
of the author might otherwiſe command, But ſurely, ere 
we join in 1e-echoing this heavy accuſation; ere we pro- 
nounce ſentence; it behooves us to enquire into the merits 
of the cauſe, to inveſtigate the validity and juſtice of 
the charge, and not to condemn an author unheard, upon 
the evidence of anonymous impeachers; or becauſe FELEG 
has thought proper to ſtigmatize him with the opprobrious 
appellation of a * /econd Cleland; and to intimate, (calling 
upon the fattorney- general by name) the neceſſity of * puniſb- 
men uncommonly ſevere. t If Mr. Lewis had drawn ſeduc- 
tive pictures of /ucce/5fu1 vice, if he had exhibited the triumphs 
of luſt in glowing colours, without the moral contraſt of 
conſequent miſery, remorſe and ruin; in that caſe the 
charge of turning pandar to lewdneſs would be clearly afcer- 
tained, and he might be juſtly held up to public infamy and 
cenſure, as a looſe, a diflolute, and unprincipled writer. 
But the caſe, upon inveſtigation, proves to be directly the 

K 2 reverſe, 


—_ * 


* Purſuits of Literature, Dialog. 1v. v. 355. 
| + Preface to Dialog. Iv page 242. 
t Ibidem, page 241. | 


5 E963 

Not all the int'reſt malice has annex'd, 

(A ſhort-liv'd int'reſt !) to his ſland'rous text; 
| | Can 


reverſe, In a novel, avowedly of great intereſt, he has de- 
picted the dangerous conſequences of the minuteſt deviation 
from the ſtriſt line of rectitude, and ſhown by ſtriking pre- 


cedents, how the firſt aberrations from virtue lead by gradual 
procels to the perpetration from the blackeſt and moſt heinous 
crimes. Moſt unhappily conſtituted muſt that mind be, 


which in a tale of horror, like the Monk, can find incent- | 


ments to vice; and like the loathſome ſpider gather poiſon 
from thoſe very flowers, whence the bee culls fragrant 
{weets to ſtore her honied hive. 


I cannot, in juſtice to Mr. Lewis, finally diſmiſs this 


topic, without animadverting iu the ſevereſt terms on the 


inveterate rancour, and implacable malice diſplayed by PELEO 
throughout the whole of his illiberal and bigotted attack 
upon the Mont, Not content with ſtigmatizing the author 
as alewd, immoral, and obſcene writer, he ſuper-adds the 
Heinous charge of blaſphemy ; becauſe, forſooth, Mr. Lewis 


has repeated the remark made by many wiſe and virtuous + 


men, and ſanctioned by experience, that even the Bible irſelf 
contains many paſſages not calculated for the peruſal of 
youth, and more eſpeeialy for the eye of a young and virt u- 
ous female. But does . ee daily practice of all our 
ſchools hear teſtimony to thETuth and juſtice of this obſer- 


vation? What proprietor of a ſeminary, whether for the 
education of males of females, would permit certain parts 


of the ſcriptures to he publickly read by the pupils? What 
parent would recommend them to the peruſal of his chil- 
dren? And ſo, becauſe Mr. Lewis has repreſented the mo- 
ther of Antonia, as acting from the ſame principles of pru- 
dence; becauſe he tells us, that while ſhe admired the 

% beautie 


* 


Can ſave his mem'ry from eternal ſhame, 
Nor aught avails it to conceal his name: 260 


% Beauties ofthe ſacred writings, (can any language be more 
© reſpectful?) ſhe was convinced, that, unreſtricted, no 
* reading could be more improper for a young woman.“ 
the hue and cry of blaſphemy is to be raiſed againſt him; and 
the church and ſtate are to be declared in danger of imme- 
diate ſubverſion! Is PELEG not aware, that the very re- 
ſtrictions here recommended, with reſpect to the ſacred 
writings, obtained among the Jews; and that the reading of 
the Canticles was interdicted to both ſexes under the thirtieth 


year? Jeſt, haply, the corrupt fire of nature ſhould be kindled 


by the hallowed flames of the altar I But it would be an 
endleſs taſk to follow this frantic and ſanguinary inquiſi- 
tor through all his inconſiſtent mazes of bigot zeal, intoler- 
anceand wilful miſrepreſentation, 


( ) A French writer, and author of The Ruins, or a Sur- 
vey of the Revolutions of Empires. I have no ambition to 
appear as the adyocate of either his political or theological 
theories; but as a lover of truth and free-enquiry, I cannot 
re frainfrom noticing the in/idious. manner in which RLE 
conduQs his attack.“ If I underſtand Mr, Volney aright, 
{and I flatter myſelf that plain common«ſenſe is adequate to 
the taſk) his conjectures upon the allegorical worſhip of the 
Sun, under the cabaliſtical names of Chriſen, or Chrifty 
Yeſus, or Jeſus, refer to the etymology of the word. He 


preſumes not to call in queſtion the exiſtence and ſuffering 


of a perſon known by that title ; and therefore the whole of 
 PELEG'S 


* Purſuits of Literature, page 66, 


2-993 

Nor aught avails him, that the lays be (x) ſings 

% Have reach'd the ears of Nobles and of Kings!” 

| The 


PELEG's argument, (if misrepreſentation may deſerve that 
name) together with the pertinency of his quotation from 
Tacitus, muſt fall to the ground. Nothing is eaſier than 
to deal in abuſe; and however PELEG may hope to impoſe 
upon a certain claſs of readers, by vaunting his own ſaga- 
city and modeſty, and railing againſt the impudence of Mr. 
\ Volney; it refts eventually with the public to decide, to whom 
the charge of impudence moſt properly applies; whether to 
the man, who, perchance, may unknowingly be guilty of an 
error; or to his antagoniſt, who voluntarily and intentionally 
deals in miſtatements, and ſcruples not to make a ſacrifice 
of truth and candour to beguile his readers into an aſſent to 
his own wilful, 852 and erroncous expoſitions. 


(u) The grand, wholeſale plt-manufaftre in the reign 
of Charles II. 


() The venality of "I writers is ſo groſs, that it even 
defeats its own purpoſe. A motto for ſuch time-ſerving 
publications might nat unaptly be taken from the twelfth 
chapter of St. Matthew: He that is not with us, is 
« againſt us.” Every lover ot free enquiry; every work 
that beſpeaks a liberal mind, muſt expect to meet with de- 
termined and ſyſtematic hoſtility from the conductors of a 
review, which, glorying in its ſhame, has not even the mo- 
deſty to affect a diſguiſe: but makes a boalt of the diſgrace» 
ful influence under which it acts. Whether a work diſ- 
plays genius: whether it poſſeſſes literary merit; whether 
it tends to enlighten and inſtrut mankind, and promote 
the happineſs of ſociety, is not the queſtion ;—but, does 
it accord with the views of party? does it flatter men in 


power! 


(90-3 


The time will come, (no diſtant time, I ween,) 
When in true colours PEL EVG {hall be ſeen ; 


Dragg'd 


power? does it uphold the ſyſtem, which “ brings no ſmall 
« gain unto the craftſmen; or is our craft in danger to be 
*+ ſet at nought?” In proportion, as it appears to ſecond or 
counteract this latter purpoſe; it will experience a favor- 
able or malevolent report. 


Perhaps a ſurer criterion of real merit cannot eaſily be 
eſtabliſhed than the cenſure of ſuch critics. And when to 
the groſſeſt partiality and want of candour are ſuper- added 
wilful miſrepreſentation, and a total contempt of truth, 
even to the impeachment cf their judgment and literary 
ee 9 can a more infallible proof of worth and excel- 
lence Be demanded by the moſt ſkeptical reader? Reluc- 
tant as | am to obtrude my own concerns upon public no- 
tice, it is with no ſmall degree of exultation (if I may be 
permitted to advert to a circumſtance, which eventually 
inyolves my own perſon) that J am enabled to apply this 
argument to a publication, in which I am in ſome meaſure 
intereſted, as being the tranſlator. I allude to nicoLAan's 
celebrated ſatirical romance, entitled The Life and Opinions 
of Scbaldus Noth-ankter, which has been honoured with the 
1 marked di ſapprobation of the Britiſi Critic, Not content 
with condemning the work upon mere Hear-ſay authority; 
(for the Editors adduce no evidence from the book itſelf; 
but reſt their charge entirely upon the zp/e-dixits of Pro- 
feſſor * Robiſon) they have recourſe to the fouleſt miſrepre- 

| | ſentations ; 


— 


* How much reliance is to be placed on the ſtatements of 
this viſionary, /econd-/ighted Northern ſeer, will be ſhown in 
a ſubſequent note, when it comes to the profefior's turn to 
be brought to his purgations. 


E 
Dragg'd from his lurking- place, to public view 
He ſhall be held, and public juſtice too. 


ſentations; and not competent to refute, hope to injure the 


publication, by impudently aſſuring their readers, that the 


work is + incomplete; (though a perfect copy was ſent to 
the editor) that only two volumes have been publiſhed, and 
that the third is not expected to, appear, &c. &c.— But, 
perhaps, I am too ſevere upon theſe gentlemen, when I 
accuſe them of wilful miſrepreſentation ; perhaps, they have 
erred from ignorance, not from defign; they have moſt pro- 
bably reviewed the book without reading it, in which caſe, 
they certainly ſtand acquitted of wilful perverſion, and may 
plead the fall:bi/ity of human nature. I would not wiſh to 
be unjuſt, or inflexibly rigid; I leave the alternative—/gnor-= 
ance or malice—to their own choice; let them decide for 
themſelves, and prefer whichever they deem moſt expedient. 


They have my beſt wiſhes; nor ſhall I repine, though the 


ſale of their publication ſhould warrant their printing 3500 
copies, as they once did. A fall from that number to 2000, 
or even leſs and great part of them in hopes of better times | 
muſt be an unpleaſant circumſtance, and enough to ſour any 


Po” 3 temper, 


(* An elaborate panegyric on the Perf of Litera- 


ture, appeared in the True- Briton, October 16th, 1797, and 
from the congeniality of ſpirit, which characterizes the 


two publications, was given verbatim in the Gentleman's 
Magazine, for March 1798. As I may, probably, not have 
occaſion to touch again on the ſubject of newſpapers in the 
n of this poem. I feel unwilling to let flip the pre- 

ſent 


3 _ 7 
ꝓʒ—ʒ—— * 
E 
- 


+ See Britiſh Critic fo1 June laſt, Art. 29. | 


Till 


C 7 3 5 8 
Till then I lerve this whiſ) per in his ear : + 
Decttion i is at hand—Ithuriel (Y points his Secur * 


A wider 


ſent opportunity of expreſſing my regret, at the ſhameful 
neglect and indifference, with which our public prints treat 
all articles of information, however intereſting and benefi- 


cial to civilized ſociety, that do not fall under the deno- 


mination of politics, or the faſhionable ſcandal of the day. 
Scientific diſcoveries, uſeful inventions, and literary no- 
tices, have ſurely as great and even a greater claim to our 
regard, than trivial, and not unfrequently, fictitious anec- 
dotes, political ſquibs, and the whole maſs of flanderous 
paragraphs, which only tend to vitiate the mind, irritate the 
baneful paſſions, and propagate the ſpirit of party and diſ- 
ſention. The only paper, to my knowledge, which ap- 
pears to be ſenſible of the juſtice of this remark, is the 
Oracle and Daily Advertiſer, which, for ſome time paſt,” 
has devoted a portion of its columns to the uſeful -purpoſes 
I have above-mentioned, under the title of Novelties of Lite- 
rature. I have, with pleaſure, read many valuable lite- 
rary communications in this paper, and I heartily wiſh the 
proprietor all poſſible ſucceſs for his meritorious exertions, 
to add to the reſpectability of the Britiſh diarnal Preſs, 
Such arrangements, I underſtand, have been recently made 
in this oy ora as muſt enſure it a decided: Eg” 

i x 9) Hear PeLzc's own u boaſt upon this fobje&t: « As my 
ie notes have attracted the attention of men of high rank, | 
4 25 conſequence, and perhaps * reached the ear of * 
kings“? 


»Putſuits of Literature, page 316. 
Wt 1 11 
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A wider range preſents; a bolder fight, a 
The reign of Chaos and primeval Night. 270 
| | Realms, 


« kings!” &c. Without ſtopping to animadyert upon the 
fulſome egoti/m contained in this declaration, I have fre- 
quently been led to conſider it as one of thoſe characteriſtic 
paſſages, which may ſerve as a clue to conjecture in de- 
testing the author, concerning whom I ſhall take occaſion 
to offer a few remarks in the ſubſequent note. 


| (y) * *Ithariel with his ſpear 
4 Touch'd lightly ; for no falſehood can endure 
« Touch of celeſtial temper, but returns , 
« Of force to its own likeneſs.” g 


Let not PRLRG be temp to conſider this warning in 
"the light of an idle threat, However he may hug himſelf 
in fancied ſecurity, I En] that a train is at this very mo- 
ment laid, which will render all his precautions fruſtrate, 
J am not at liberty to ſpeak explicitly upon the ſubject at 
preſent ; nor have I the vanity to. preſume, that my poor 
opinion, unſubſtantiated by proof poſitive, will weigh much 
in the ſcale of public conjecture, But there is a gentleman 
in this metropolis, at whom the finger of ſufpicion has 
been pointed, and, whoſe official ſituation in the ſervice of 


a certain illuſtrious perſonage, may have given his © lays | 


4% an opportunity of reaching the ear of kings,” whom I 
heſitate not to pronounce an accomplice in the work. Of this 
gentleman proof can, and ſhortly, wwz/{ be brought, that he 
farniſhed part of the manuſcript ; that he corrected and 

.. reviſed 
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Realms, where the ſun of Genius never ſhines, 


Nor breath of Heav'n the ſluggiſh air refines. 
Where jarring (z) elements refuſe to blend, 
And in eternal ſtrife for rule contend. 


Where Dulneſs rears her throne; and from the ſchools 
Enliſts grave pedants and pragmatic fools. 


Where each againſt his fellow whets his claws, 
But makes in ſelf-defence one common cauſe. 
If but the vileft ſcribbler you attack, 


You ſtraight have all the Legion(a) on your back. 2 80 
Then 


reviſed the proofs ; that he called perſonally on occaſion at 
the printer's ; that amendments and alterations were made 
at the office by himſelf; and that the hand-writing of ſuch 
amendments perfectly anſwers to that of the manuſcript, 


I do not charge this gentleman with being the whole and 


ſole author; my opinion of the work is, that it is a Joint- 
produflion, whatever PELEG may affirm to the contrary, and 
however ſolemnly he may deny it. I place little faith in 
the vows and proteſtations of an anonymous writer. The 
gentleman to whom I allude will eaſily recognize his de- 
ſcription ; but moſt probably he will not deem it prudent to 
contradict the aſſertions I have made relative to his concern 
in the firm: he muſt be conſcious, that my information is 
correct, and my charge irrefutable. 


(2) Non bene junctarum * diſcordia ſemina rerum. 


: (a) © And he anſwered Legion; for we are many. 
(Mark 8, v. 9). And he ſaid Legion; beceuſe many gevils 


were entered into him.” (Luke 8. v. 30.) 


. 
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Ovid Metam. fab, 1. fol. x, 
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Then helter-ſkelter, blockheads herd together, 
And dunce hugs dunce, like vermine in cold weather, 


Critics and authors (then no longer foes) 
With quacks and learn'd M. D's, ſuſpend their blows, 


Play-wrights and managers their ſquabbles buſh ; 
And leagued with () Attic bards bum-bailiffs ruſh. 
With Charles, proud R. A,—dawbers make a ſally, 
And join their brother-artiſts in Harp Alley! 

Ev'n politicians on each other fawn, 


And prim conventiclers and prieſts in lawn! 290 


Say, ſhall the Muſe the dark abyſs explore, 


And brave the hideous din and wild uproar ? 


Survey the ſquadrons, as they file along, 
And give their baſe, inglorious chiefs to ſong — 
.<© To name them all, would aſk a thouſand tongues, 5 


A throat of braſs, and adamantine lungs,” 


8 hoſt of fierce Alarmiſts firſt advance, 
And wage a deathleſs paper-war with France. 
Redoubted Auckland {c) trains them to the fight, 


And proves the French e black & white! 300 
Three 


6 ) Plato in his Times informs us, that Attica was fa- 
-mous above all other proyinces in Greece, for the genius 


and talents of its inhabitants. Longinus is preciſely of the 
ſame opinion, and Origen who commented on the Timæus 


of Plato, aſeribes this honourable diſtinction in favour of 
the Atticans, to the. ſkyey influences, cœlęſtibus aſpecti- 
Leh et influxubus, Perhaps for this very reaſon, the Bards 

herg 


133-3 
Three'mighty chiefs the Church's (d) Tocſin ſound, 
And draw their forces up on holy ground, 
Strong is the Staff—and ſtrong the ſacred hoſt, 
And many a titled name the muſters boaſt. 
Some war from zcal—ſome graceful mitres wear; 
And ſome that honour ſhortly hope to ſhare! 


Led on by ———; a barb'rous race 
Of dark Fanatics ſwarm around the place. 
Baptiſts and Anabaptiſts, Magie 
Herrnhuters, Swedenburgers, Sandimonians, + 310 
Diſſenters, Dumplers, Methodiſts, Arminians, 
Prim Quakers, Antinomians, and Socinians. 
The brother-ſaints (e), St. Rowland and St. Dick, 
His ſtandard join, and dare to arms Old Nick. | 
8 | In 


here alluded to, whom we may ſtyle Bards. of the Attze 
Story, have ſuch a ſtrong predeliction to the upper regions, 
as more immediately under the ſæyey influences ! but the true 
attic ſalt of this paſſage. will be beſt ee by the 
knights of the hammer. ; 


(c) See a ranting Philippic in two parts, entitled, Conſi- 
derations upon the ſlate of public affairs, at the beginning of 
the year 1798. In this pamphlet, of which Lord A——d is 
„% the reppted author, we are peremptorily aſſured, that the 
« French are, and have been ever ſince the revolution, pol. 
troons and daftard | / ! 


(4) *© And the ſervants of the king of Syria ſaid unto 
„ him; Their gods are gods of the hills, therefore they 
* mw fronger than we; but let us fight againſt them in 
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In terms uncouth, and myſtic phraſe they rave 


Of faving faith, and faith that cannot ſave 


« the plain, and ſurely we ſhall be ſtronger than they.“ 
Compare with theſe words of the king of Syria's ſervants 
the language of the ſervants of the King of kings, as ex- 
prefled in our thanſgiving-ſermons. One might almoſt be 
tempted to believe, that the god of the French was a land- 
god; ours a ſeafaring or amphibious deity. See A ſermon 

eached on the day ef general thankſgiving, Dec. 19th 17997, 
By the Rev. E. Poulter, Prebendary of Wincheſter. 


se Both theſe gentlemen have acquired a conſiderable 
ſhare of celebrity in the religious world: the former as a 
methodift preacher and chapel-holder ; the latter, who is a 
baronet, as a /ay-priz/t; but not leſs inſtant than his re- 
verend brother, to diſtribute ** the word, both in ſeaſon and 
„ out of ſeaſon, and ready at all times to give an anſwer to 
every man,” as the Rey, Mr. W——— and many others 
gan,witneſs, 
Et cantare pares, et reſpondere parati. 
Sir Richard, though he does not publicly mount the roſ- 
trum, is notwithſtanding a zealous labourer in the vine- 
yard, and occafionally edifies the flock with his ſpiritual lu- 
cubrations in the Gp Magazine: The ſame gloomy, aſ- 
cetic diſpoſition which charafterizes his] kermitagg in 
Shropſhire, impels him to declare war againſt every ſpecies 
of ſocial recreation and amuſement; and I hold in my hand 
at this very moment, a printed plan of Sir Richard's fahri- 
ation wor mpoſing a tax on all eau ces of a 
which 


& # . 


— — 
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* « By the ee OX publie places (he writes, oy the 
« aforeſaid plan) 1 include all places throughout the 
F Kogeen, where money i: taken Or PR” i you 
5 dir 
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Of grace and Nature; how they (J) leap-frog play, 
And in the Chriſtian bear alternate ſway ; 
Of inward light; ſalvation's hidden plan; 
Internal feelings, and the carnal man: E 
The Spirit's teaching, and the Spirit's rod, 
And how the Devil over- reaches God: \ 
How, lion-like, he ſeeketh to devour, 


And damns more ſouls than grace to ſave has pow'r. 
; | You'd 


which he tells us is a ſcheme devoutly wiſhed for by at E 
ninety- nine out of an hundred! His brother maintains ex- 
actly the ſame opinion, (only that he would probably wiſh 
foran exception in favour of his own ſhop) and has pub- 
liſhed a proteſt againſt admitting theatrical amuſements in- 
to manufacturing towns, where mechanics find it fo dif- 
ficult to provide for their families that they can * al- 
ford to pay for a ſeat in a chapel, 


(f) As Mr. appears to poſſeſs ſuch a A | 


knowledge of the corruption of human nature, we would 
beg leave to propoſe for ſolution the following queſtion 2 
In how far the crime of adultery may admit of palliation 
« ina vital Chriſtian, who from motives of charity, finding 
« the parties unable to live comfortably together in theſe hard 
times, takes the wife into his own kind keeping, and ex- 
« erts his intereſt to procure a ſituation for the huſband?” 


—— 


FR 4 X 
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* — 


Sir Richard mean by this explanatory clauſe, to in- 
clude all chape/s where the ſeats are let on hire; and where 
a poor man has no opportunity of worſhipping his Maker? 
A Sunday-to!l of but one halfpenny upon'a certain part ot 
the Surrey road, would prove infinitely more Erica 
than any theatrical impoſt, _ 


way 


- Rey. Mr. Colſton, preſſman. 


ZE EX: BB 77-4 
You'd ſwear—ſo loud their rant, and ſo abſtruſe - 
Bedlam, ar Babel's worknien (g] were let looſe. 


The 


0 The incalculably rapid increaſe of theſe locuſts, and 
the obloquy their frantic demeanour, ignorance and vulga- 
rity, entail upon true religion and the reſpectable part ot 
the clergy, render the interference of the legiſlature indiſ- 
penſibly neceſſary, If any of the magiſtrates of the realm 
ſhovld honour this work with a peruſal, they will acknow- 
ledge that my remarks are juſt. Mr. Mainwaring, to his 
credit, has exerted himſelf, as far as the powers veſted in him 
by law will permit, to ſuppreſs this unſufferable nuiſance , 
but as the law ſtands at preſent, the hands of magiſtrates are 
tied; and they ſcarcely. dare refuſe a licence to the moſt 
contemptible blockhead, who believes, or wiſhes to make 
others believe, that he has received a call. I am credibly 


| Informed, and I honour the gentleman, for his conduct on 
the occaſion, that the magiſtrate whom I above named, ex- 


perienced ſome difficulty in rejecting the application of a 
mean, deſpicable wretch, who upon being queſtioned what 
profeſſion he followed, proved to be a bellows-blower to a 
forge, and was ſo ſhockingly illiterate, that he could not 
even tell the letters of the Alphabet. The ſubjoined liſt of 
ſome of the recently ordained retailers of the Goſpel, was 
communicated to me by a worthy and religious friend, and 


will ſerve to. illuſtrate the propriety of the preceding te- 


marks. 


- Rev. Mr. Norton, dealer in old-cloaths. - 
_ Rev. Mr. Wilſon, grinder. | 

Rev. Timothy Hinds, ſheeps-head-merchant, 
| Rey Mr. Wharton, chimney-ſweeper. 
Rev. Mr. Saunders, coach-painter. 


Rer. 


1 


The Robiſonian (b) Phalanx next appears, 
Keen plot-hunters, and ſecond-ſighted ſeers 
Dreamers of dreams, oneirocritics wiſe, 
With good old Joel's viſionary eyes. 330 
No 


Rev. Mr. M, bookſeller, medicine-vender, and ton- 
tine taker· in. 
Rev. Mr. O——, mangle- maker (1 had almoſt unwit= 
tingly added geſpel- mangler. ) 
Rev. Mr. Downes, glazier. 
Rev. Mr. Hickup, footman to J. G, eſq. 
Rev. Mr. Staunton, peruke-maker, tooth- drawer and 
ohlebctomift (if his Reverence has ſufficient learning 
do underſtand the term.) | 
Rev. Mr. Parry, breeches-maker, &c. &c. &c. almoſt ad 
infinitum, not leſs than 397 having taken out preach- 
ing licences at Hick's Hall in the courſe of the for- 
mer year. | 


Having once e vpon this ſubje it, it would be an act. of 
injuſtice to diſmiſs it without obſerving, as it accounts in a 
great degree for the vaſt number of upſtart teachers and upſtart 
doctrines, for which this country is pre-eminently'diſtinguiſh- 
ed, that there is in this metropolis, a c:=devant coal-heaver, 


notorious for no qualificatiou upon earth but conſummate 


impudence, and incorrigible ignorance, who, I am given to 
underſtand, is in the receipt of nearly ¶ 1000 per Ann. He 
is proprietor, and fac-totum of two chapels, and has lately 
purchaſed the elegant manſion of the late Dr, M, with 


grounds and appurtenances ; in addition to which he keeps 
his carriage. 


(kh) As Profeſſor Robiſon in his Prosfs of a Conſprracy 
againſt all Religions and Governments of Europe, carried on by 
the Freee Maſons, Illuminati, &c. &c, has not ſcrupled to 
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No place ſo ſacred can elude their ſearch, 
They haunt alike the ale-houſe and the church. 


The Academic Grove yields no retreat, 


And ſcarce Maſonic Lodges dare to meet. | 
| | T reaſon 


prefer charges of the moſt ſerious nature, as well againſt 
whole ſocieties collectively, as againſt individuals in parti- 
cular, upon the evidence of certain papers found in a box, 

- belonging to, and written by the Lord knows whom and 
on this queſtionable evidence, condemns by wholeſale many 
of the moſt illuſtrious literary * characters of the age: it 
may not be inexpedient to preſent the reader with a copy of 

a letter written by the learned and celebrated AucusTvus 
- BoxTTIGER, Provoſt of Weimar College, and inſerted in 
- the ny Magazine for laſt Py} ; in which Profeſſor 

5 Robinſon's 


ie. © 


Among other writers of eminence, who have been ſlan- 
dered and ſtigmatized in this heterogeneous publication, is 
the well-known Frederic Ni colai, of Berlin, who is boldly 
n ccuſed by the /econd-fighted Profeſſor, of having compoſed 

his celebrated ſatirical romance, entitled Sebaldus Noth- 
anker with the avowed deſign of turning Chriſtianity and its 
profeſſors into ridicule, Totally unfounded as this charge 
muſt appear to every diſcerning reader, who will give the 
work an impartial peruſal; it has been eagerly re-echoed by 
that deſcription of critics, who either can not, or will not, 
diſtinguiſh between a ſatire, which expoſes, the abuſes of 
a ſyſtem, and an attack upon the em itſelf. Hence it is 
no wonder, that the enlightened editors of the Genileman's 
Magazine ſhould retail Profeſſor Rohinſon's miſtatements 
without giving themſelves. the trouble to diſcuſs their me- 
rits; nor that the Brit;/þ Critic ſhould commit itſelf in 
3 ſuch 
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Treaſon they ſcent in ev'ry printed page, 
And cry down each Enlight'ner of the age: 
Proſcribe 


Robiſon's miſtatements, together with the erroneous 
ſource from which his information is derived, are ſatisfacto- 
rily expoſed. 

To the Editor of the Monthly Magazine. 

SIR, | 


A late publication, entitled Proofs of a Conſpiracy, &c. 
by Profeſfor RopinsoN, has excited my great ſurprize ; and 
I am at a loſs to conceive how circumſtances, long ago bu- 
ried in oblivion, could, without making any farther en- 
quiry, be repreſented as ſtill exiſting, by the author of. a 
book, which tends to ſtigmatize ſome of the moſt reſpect- 
able characters in Germany. From the beginning of 1790, 
EVERY CONCERN OF THE ILLUMINATI HAS CEASED, 
and no Lodge of Freemaſons in Germany has, ſince that pe- 
Tiod, taken the leaſt notice of them. Evident proofs of this 
aſſertion are to be found among the papers of Mr. Bode, late 

: Privy- 


ſuch a tender point, (ſee note to page 78) when we con- 
ſider that to ſome men the very idea of the reform and abro- 
gation of abuſes carries with it ſomething ominous and un- 
grateful. It affords me no ſmall degree of triumph and ſa- 
tisfaction, that I am enabled to oppoſe to the intereſted ver- 
dict ſuch a jury, the teſtimony of that moſt reſpectable 
literary cenſor, tho Monthly Review, which concludes a 
critique, of ſeveral pages with the following emphatic de- 
claration: 64 We do not join with thoſe, who deem Nico- 
ai an enemy to the Chriſtian religion; he has attaked the 
I pernicious engraftments on that ſacred flock; and theſe are the 
proper object of ſatire,” 5 6 

See Appendix to Monthly Review for Sept. 1798, 

"LE M 2 4 . . 
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Proſcribe the men, whoſe works they never read, 
And rake the hallow'd afhes of the dead. 
Surmiſes crude, and rumours dark and ſtale 
For ſtubborn facts, and certain proofs retail. 340 
Like owls, their optics ſicken at the light, 
Like owls, they rove in queſt of prey by night : 

© | Shrink 


Privy- Counſellor at Veimar, who was at the head of tha 
Order in this part of Germany, and who died in 1794. 
Aſter his death, all thoſe papers were delivered up to the 
preſent Duxs of Saxz-GorTua, who, on application, 
would, doubtleſs, permit the inſpection of them. The 
league of Dr. Barth, known to Mr. Robiſon only from the 
Annals of Gieſſen, a very obſcure periodical publication, was 
a phantom, which no ſooner appeared, than it was laid aſide 
and deſtroyed by Mr. Bode himſelf, who printed a pamphlet, 
entitled, More Remarks than Text, which ſoon opened the 
eyes of the public, This league, a poor financial ſcheme, - 
was planned by a man of more genius than principle, but : 
never carried into execution. This appears from the p 
written during the whole of the tranſaction, which be 
bequeathed to me by Mr. Bode, are now in my poſſe 
and true tranſcripts of them may be obtained by any one, 
who wiſhes to receive them. Although I was not a mem- 
ber of that ſociety, yet I was intimate with Mr, Bode, and 
preſent at his death; conſequently I am enabled to vouch 
ſolemnly for the truth of the above; and to engage, that 
any perſon in Great Britain, who is alarmed at the erro- 
. neous ſtatements contained in the book before-mentioned, 
may obtain the e inſormation, by applying to e 
Avousrus BOETTIGER,. 


"Cannfetior ofthe Uiger Banane, 


„ 715 55 + and Proyoſt of the College 
Weimar, in Saxony, of Weimar. 
Fan. 5, 11798, e i Thoſe 


5 
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Shrink from the blaze of Truth, and court the ſhroud 
Of Barruel's (i) impenetrable cloud, 


N ares () lead the critic- banda rev rend chief, 
Untainted with the fin of unbelief! | 
Well ſkill'd, like great (I) Bodinus, fam'd of yore, 
In Demonology's myſterious lore ; ; 
Io mount the roſtrum, and his text expound, 8 
Alike on Chriſtian, or on Pagan ground; 350 
In politics, a ( Triton, plac'd to ſhow 
Which way the zephyrs of court-favour blow. 
View'd 


(i) Thoſe readers who can prevail upon themſelves 
to trace the Hiſtory of Facobiniſm through three large 
fatiguing volumes, muſt be gifted with a greater ſhare of 


patience, and have, at the ſame time, more leiſure upon 
their hands than falls to my lot. | 


{k) The Reverend Robert Nares, A. M. Editor of the 


Britiſh Critic, and joint-proprietor with Meſſts. Wente | 
and Beloe, 


A writer of the ſixteenth century, and author of 2 
| treatifa IIe Aaporoxeyar, The Rev. Mr. Nares, it ſeems, 


commenced his literary career with an Eſſay on the Demon 
of Socrates. - 


. © Andronici cura octogonos excitata turris eſt mar- 

_ ©. morea, collocata in lateribus ſingulis venti imagine contra 
> “ ſuum cujuſque flatum. In turris demum vertice metallis 
6 pracſta 


9” 
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View'd through this mean, to his juſt-judging fight 
In church or ſtate, © whatever is, is right.” — 
Urbanian () Prattent with this doctrine chimes, 
And Beloe(o)brings a dainty diſh of rhymes ; 
. bes. Beloe, 


4 praeſto erat prominentia, ſuperincumbente Tritone 


& neo, dextra virgam intendente, quae flantis venti 
% jmaginem indicaret, Nam ita libratus ſtabat Triton, ut 


© © cjrcumagentem perpetuo ſpectaret ventum.” 


th 


(n) The Rev. Mr. Prattent, ſon in law to Mr. John 
Nichols, the printer and joint proprietor of the Gentleman's 
Magazine, Mr. Prattent is ſaid to monopolize the whole 
of the reviewing department, which is done in a manner 
worthy of a publication notorious. for its party-ſpirit, pro- 
figacy of ſentiment, virulence, and total contempt of 
truth, The ſhort queries, remarks and contributions of the 
Alphabet Men, A, B, C, D, Sc. to Z, are underſtood to be 
the dull productions of Mr. Nichols himſelf, and his meri- 
torious fellow-labourer, Dr. Richard Gough, the anti- 
* | 


© (0) The Rev. William Beloe, perhaps the fr, an his 
exceſſive modeſly permits him to rank himſelf no higher than 
the /econd Greek ſcholar of the age] He is the tranſlator of 
Herodotus, and author of an Ode to Miſs Boſcawen : 1 2 
tranſlation of the Rape of Helen, from the Greek, and ſeve- 


ral other trifles, in verſe, not very remarkable _—_ Pon 
pos. 


— Mediccribus elle poetis | 
Non Di, non homincs, non conceſſere columne, 
| Ws FORE I TBE ECTS Mr, 
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Beloe, who ſang Boſcawen's beauteous ſhape, 
And fair Boſcawen's rival, Helen's rape. 


Thron'd in mock-majeſty pert (p) Boaden ſits, 
The prince of play-wrights and dramatic wits! 360 
| The 


Mr. Beloe'lends a helping hand in manufacturing the Bri- 
t/h Critic, but, we believe, does not approve himſelf a very 


active workman ; though he plumes himſelf greatly on his 
Join -intereſt in the firm. 


1 The arrogance of this theatrical ſcribbler is incon - 
ceivable. Without any one ſingle talent for compoſition, 
without invention, without taſte, without even common 
ſchool-boy knowledge of the Engliſh language, he ſets 
himſelf up, not only for a mighty play-wright, but for a 
dramatic cenſor; and has the aſſurance, through the medium 

of a certain morning paper, to paſs judgment upon the 
© merits of the performers and writers for the ſtage. With 
the aſſiſtance of the carpenters, ſcene-painters, ma- 
chiniſts, &c. &c. he brought forward an hiſtorical play 
laſt ſeaſon at the Hay-market, entitled the Cambre- 
Britons, which was tolerated by a good-natured audience, 
in compliment to the ghoſt of Lady Ap-Gryffith. Time, 
and the limits of the preſent work, will not permit me to 
enter into a field of general criticiſm on the pretenſions ot 
this motley production; I ſhall therefore reſerve this part 
of my plan, which I originally intended ſhould embrace a a 
review of all the new dramas performed in the courſe of 
the year, to a future publication, and content myſelf, on 
this occaſion, with offering ſuch remarks'on Mr. Boaden's 
* as my juſtify the aſſertion I made —_— reſpecting 

his 


— —— 


| 
| 
| 
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The Theſpian tribe his awful verdict wait, 


And hapleis (g) Radcliffe wembles for her fate: 
| Whilſt 


his ignorance of the Engliſh language, and the rules of 
idiomatic propriety. As a proof how little qualified he is 
to eritiſize the writings of others, I ſhall quote three ſuc- 
ceſſi ve lines, which preſent an equal number of grammatical 


errors: 


as, Prince David has but to demand (of) his heart, 


If (whether) the misfortunes of his royal brother, 


Are (be) fit occaſion for his ſelfiſh triumph. ? 
Cambro- Britons, page 35. 


be firſt time I heard Miſs De Camp, in the character 
of Elinor, pronounce this paſſage, I actually was at a loſs to 
comprehend-its meaning. I he omiſſion of the little, but 
indiſpenſibly neceſſary word gf, in the. firſt line, gives a 
turn to the ſentence, which might authorize - the 
concluſion, that David and Elinor had. originally been 
lovers, and that ſome unhappy difference having ariſen 
between them, ſhe was adviſing him to demand his 
heart back again. This miſtake is rendered ſtill more 
plauſible, by the conditiona! conjunction / being ſubſtituted 
for the interrogatory whether, in the beginning of the ſuc- 
ceeding line, which certainly could never lead me to ſup- 


' Poſe that a queſtion was intended. This ſelf-ſame error of 
confoundig if with whether; the conditional with the inter- 


regative conj unction, ſeems to have become habitual to 
Mr. nm. 175 | | ay 


Page 22. Reflect if 0 whether) I ſhall yield me to injuſtice [ 


31. Ido not aſk, if (whether) thou hadſt done 1 
| duty ? 
I know not, beauteous princeſs, - 


if ' 


19 4 
Whilſt he no longer fears, great © (r) manof mark,” 
The maſk'd aſſaſſin lurking in the dark. 


Here 
If | (whether) I may dare congratulate myſelf? 


But I might fill whole pages with inſtances of ſimilar im- 
propriety ; the two following inſtances of ambiguity and falſe 
grammar may ſuffice to ſhow that I have not been too 
ſevere in my cenſure: 

Wage 29. For our Britons 
| The fouls of all theſe relatives combin'd 
Infuſe them in their veins. . 


T ſhall thank Mr. Boaden to inform me what I am to un- 
derſtand by the word them ; whether he means that the 
ſouls of all theſe relatives combined, infuſe them/elves into 
their veins; or whether the paſſage has any meaning at all. 

The very next leaf furniſhes us with additional A of 
his incompetency to write correctly. 


Page 32. Great Montfort's daughter, | 
| With Amoric, her brother, who by fea 
Were coming here (hither) to join us. 


But, obe / jam ſatis et Can the degraded ſtate of the 
national drama juſtly excite our ſurprize, when ſuch men 
can be ſuffered to write for the ſtage ? - when ſuch un- 
ſkilful judges ſet themſelyes up for critics of theatrical 
merit, and can obtain credit from the public for * 128 
r, talents? 


Te e ' 
N I I cannot, 


— * 


( $83 
Here tri-une (5s) Willich, that profound * 


thinker, 
p gh German-dodtor, (t) critic, and (u) 8 ! 


e 


1 cannot, however, diſmiſs the topic, without noticing 
that part of Mr. Boaden's preface to his play, in whieh he 
endeavours to refute the charge of plugiariſin, with reſpect 
to the introduction of his ghoſt, by retorting upon Mr. 
Lewis; who, he would fain wiſh us to believe, borrowed + 
the idea from him. Though Mr. Boaden very gravely tells 
vs, that this is“ an affair of chronology,” I humbly ap- 
pr: hend the diſpute may be very ſatisfactorily determined, 
without entering into chronological diſquiſitions, by fimple 
compariſon, I ſhall, therefore, content myſelf with quot- 
ing, verbatim, from both writers, the lines which preface 
the appearance of their reſpective ghoſts, “ and leave the 
reader to decide for himſelf, without any other aid from 
7 Nee than is neceſſary to inform him, which of the 
two plays was firſt written and performed. In the Caftle 
Spectre, (page 28) Oſmend ſays: 


« Was it not deluſion ?—Did indeed his ſpirit——Well, 

« be it ſo! Though his ghoſt ſhould ruſh between us, 
© thus would I claſp her“ 

Let 


CC 


7 


* Perhaps, it will here be objected, that Percy, in the 
Caſtle Spectre, is not a real ghoſt; but, as he perſonates 
that character, and with ſufficient addreſs to impoſe even 
upon Oſmond, who is not repreſented as over- credulous, 


the validity of the argument ſuffers no detraction. The 
' Plagiariſm is equally bare-faced and undeniable, whether 


Percy be a b:na fide, or a pſeudo. gef. 


% 


3 

Phyſics us with (v) Kant, and cures the num'rous ills, 

Which “ fleſh is heir to,” with Emanuel's pills, - - 
Deep 


Let us now impartially compare the manner in which 
Mr, Boaden introduces his Lady Ap- Gryfith ; 


„ Tis juggling all——But ſhould the duſt 
« Of her who bore us, now cohere again, 
* And burſting from its ſepulchre deter me, 


& Thus would I ruſh”?——— | 
| | Cambro- Britons, p. 57. 


Is it poſſible, without abſolute repetition, to copy more 
cloſely? Not only the idea; but the very conſtruction 
of the ſentence is a palpable imitation. Doubts and ſuſ- 
picion of juggling and deluſion precede in both caſes the 
conviction of the reality of the viſion. In both caſes theſe 
doubts are compromiſed ; and a determination avowed to ſet 
the ſpectre at defiance: Though his ghoſt,” &c. ſays 
Mr, Lewis—* Thus would I claſp her.“ But ſhould 
* the duſt,” &c. writes Boaden—** Thus would I ruſh.”?— 
If this +4 ſavour not ſtrongly of plagiariſm, 1 muſt conſeſs 
n moſt egregiouſly miſtaken, 


a). In 


1 2 "> 


+ I hope my zeal to expoſe the fallacy of Mr. Boaden's 


pretenſions in the caſe of theſe rzval-gho/ts, will not be 
miſconſtrued into a predeliction for ſpirits and apparitions. 


No man. can entertaia a greater averſion to ſupernatural 


agents, both on and off the ſtage; and ſo inveterate is my - 
antipathy, that were I entruſted with the executive gov n- 


ment, I ſhould feel no remorſe of conſeience in vigo «ity 
N 2 enforcing) 
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Deep things he writes, and muſes in a well, 
For truth lies deep, as ancient proverbs tell; 370 
| There, 


enforcing, as far at leaſt as reſpects a theatre, the old 
ſtatute paſſed in the reign of James I. which enaQts the 
penalty ef death againſt every one who entertazns or fetils 
any ſpirit or ghoſi. It is, therefore, with ſincere latisfac- 
tion I learn, that a ſtop is likely to be put in future to all 
dramatic witchcraft and g. dealing, as 1 underſtand a 
very angry lawyer's letter has been ſent to the managers, 
peremptorily demanding all arrears, together with legal 
intereſt, due to the ſeveral perſormers from the lower 
regions; and giving them notice, that from the day and 
date of the ſaid preſents, his Tartarean majeſty cannot 
poſſibly ſuffer any of his company to play on ſtrange boards, 
without being paid the falary of a firſt-rate performer in 
advance; and that poſitive orders have accordingly been 
iſſued to Charon, not to ferry over any Evelinas or Ap- 
Gryfiths's, with licence firſt had and obtained for that 
purpoſe, and ſigned with Emperor Pluto's ſeal-manual, 5 


(4) In his preface to the Cambro-Britons, Mr. Boaden 
gives us an oblique hint, that he has not yet bade adieu to 
the fair magician of Udolpho.” —Alas ! poor Radcliffe 
how: wilt thou be. mangled, .lopped, and diſtorted, under 
the clutches of this unfeeling Procruſtes. Poor Lewis, 
too ! thy © ® torturing hour” is at hand. LH 


7 Hear Mr. Boaden himſelf explain this paſſage wit“ 
his accuſtomed modeſty and diffidence in his preface: It 
is not for a man of mark, and reſpectability, to level 
« himſelf 


F  — 
W 


* 
. 


* Gray's Ode to Adverſity. 
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There, hid from mortal ken, he loves to pore, 
And broods oer thought, till thought can brood no moro: 
| | Such 


© himſelf with an aſſaſſin in a maſk !”” As I do not affect 
to wear one, but boldly dare to “ + rout the neſt of hor- 
„ nets with my vigor up, —lI preſume Mr, Boaden will 
not apply the diſgraceful epithet to me. 


(s) A. F. M. Willich, the learned. phy fician (as he al- 
ways take care to puff himſelf off in the Monthly Maga- 


zzxe) to the Saxon embaſſy. With his dofor/bip I have no 


concern ;—to appreciate his merits in that line, might re- 
quire certain opportunities of information, which I have 
no ambition to avail myſelf of; but whether I am juſti- 
fied in congratulating the republic of letters on the aſſiſtance 
it receives from his pen, when ] take into conſideration the 
irreparable loſs which his patients muſt ſuffer from the 
literary purſuits of this ſecond Æſculapius, is a matter of 
ſome doubt, Pope, whoſe talents were not of that uerſa- 


tile and multifarious nature as the doctor's, tells us, in his 


Lay on Criticiſm, that 
One ſcience only will one genius fit.“ 


but Dr. Willich is a living proof of the fallacy of this 
maxim, uniting in his own proper perſon, the envied titles 
of a ſage M. D.—a conſummate critic, and an experienced 


ftateſman ! 


— 


2 _= 4 — — 
* * 


+ See preface to the Grove, in which the writer candid- 


ly acknowledges, that fear prevents him from avowing his 


name, 
(t ) Of 


F tos 7 
Such thoughts, as once the fam ' d Athenian ſage, 


Suſpended in his ( baſket might engage. 


But endleſs were the taſk, the labour vain, 
To ſcan the merits of this motley train, 


Faſt 


{t) Of his vaſt critical acumen the learned doctor has 
given convincing proof in his remarks on Mr. Sotheby's 
Tranflation of Wieland's Oberon; which he cenſures on 
account of its being ® twiſted into rhyme, and therefore 
very properly offers, by way of contraſt, an untwi/ted ver- 
ſion in moſt incomparable b/ank-ver/e, in which (to quote 
his own words)—** he has followed the author from line 
«to line, without adding one to the number.” Mr. 1 Thom- 
fon, of Hull, indeed, as well as the author, Wieland him- 
ſelf, have taken the liberty of diſſenting from the opinion of 
Dr. Willich; the former preferring Mr. Sotheby's rhymes 
to the doctor's blank-verſe; even in point of fidelity; and 
expreſsly cautioning the critico poetaſter never more to pre- 
ſume on Pegaſus to get aſtride—whilſt M. Wieland pro- 
nounces Mr. Sotheby's verſion “ a genuine} maſter-piece, 
44 poſſeſſing all the grace, eaſe and elegance of the original, 


tat the _ t ime that it, conſtitutes a model of fidelity 
| « and, 


_ 


—ê * nom 4 


'  * See Monthly Magazine for June 1798. 


+ See Mr. Thomſon' $ Remarks on Dr. Willich's Cri- 
ticiſm and famous acti: nd in the Monthly Magazine for 
Augaſt. 

+ See Mr, Wieland's letter to the tranſlator, inſerted in 
the Monthly Magazine for laſt Noyember. 


„ 


Faſt as the Muſe proceeds, they flock around, 

Grow with the theme, enlarging without bound. 
With needful length of face, addreſſing (x) Birch 
Complains his friends have left him in the lurch. 380 


D'Iſraeli 


« and accuracy, which none but a Momus, or a Zoilus (hard 
names for our poor Æſculapian critic to ſwallow |!) would 
« carp at.“ But what ſignifies the approbation of Wie- 
land, in oppoſition to the authority of Dr. Willich? what 
ſignifies the ſuffrage of a writer, like the author of Oberon, 
who has publickly profeſſed his admiration of * Schiller's 
Hiſtory of the . Thirty Year's War in Germany, and even 
written a preface to the ſecond volume of that work in 
the higheſt ſtyle of panegyric, in direct contradiction to 
Dr. Willich's opinion; who tells us that the excellence of 
the ſaid work, together with. the general encomiums paſſed 
upon it, are the mere effect of prejudice? 


ſu) 


5 


As Schiller, conjointly with the celebrated Goethe, 
is author of a ſatirical publication, entitled the Xenia, 
which has attracted as much notice in Germany as Pope's 
Dunciad did in this country, and has given birth to a very 
| fierce paper-war, it is not impoſſible but the learned Dr. 
A. F. M. Willich, in caſe his criticiſms ſhould ever meet 
Schillers eye, may have the good fortune, through the 
medium of that writer's biting pen, to acquire immortality 
at a cheap rate; and with * brother-worthies, who, to uſe 
the poet's ſtrong phraſe are 
——{ to 3 fame 


may have the ſatisfaCtion of eee with TIGTACE? Nan 
« omms moriar.” 


. E Z You. [ 1 ' 
D'I{raeli ( ») mourns his « cu fled, 
& gie vos non vob as great Maro ſaid. 
| On (#) Pinkerton he ſcowls with wrathful looks, 
| His rival in the trade of making books. 
Truſler, a pedlar of no ſmall renown, 
| Wich chandlery of all ſorts gluts the town. 
. 5 1  Dibdin 
zu 


2 09 2 The ee * 1 e dt ig mae 

| | a plan to Mr. Pitt for raiſing the ſupplies by a tax of his 
dyn ſuggeſtion; but the miniſter=very much to his ſhame 
be it ſpoken, — has not had the politeneſs to return an anſwer. 
In revenge for this inſult on the part of the premier, the 
learned doctor threatens him with a moſt unmerciful flogging 

i the Monthly Magazine, Methinks, Pitt has already taxed 

us more than ſufficiently, without the doctor's co-operation, | 
and I cannot therefore with: hold my pity: from him, when 
I behold him expoſed to ſuch ſevere chaſtiſement in conſe- 
quence of his humane A {CHEERS to add to our W 


(v The e doQtor, it ak be obſerved, is not oply 
theoretically a zealous Kantite ; but has publiſhed a moſt 
profound, tenebroſe and abſlruſe work, entitled Elements of 
Critical Philoſophy, as preached ** chat modern Zoroaſter, SO 


Dr. Emanuel Kant, 
* 


(w) We are told that Socrates, in order to purſue his 
meditations with the greater ſucceſs, and to produce that 
abſtraction of mind, which is ſometimes deſignated by the 
appellation 6f a brown Auch, would cauſe himſelf to be 
"Tl out of window all wight | ina baſket, 


— 


(#) Such of my readers as find enten at a 8 


ö prehend the meaning of chis r are reſpectſully referred 
| to 


Er 
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Dibdin (a) with ſtrong narcotics makes us doze 
O'er ſtupid ſong, and ſtill more ſtupid proſe. 


Whilt 


to the Guildhall Amer con bee, who adj uſted the prelimi- 
naries of the laſt Lord-Mayor's feaſt. 


00 Right | perfectly right, good maſter D'Iſraeli! 
& *Tis, indeed, one thing to collect materials from the vaſt 
body of literature, wherewithal to form ſpeculations; 
“% and another to tranſcribe.” Mr. D'Iſraeli has a practical 
knowledge of the difference. This ſelf-ſame trade in com- 
pilation mult be a very lucrative and enviable buſineſs, were 
its followers not expoſed to the encroachments of under- 
ſellers and regraters. t | 


(2) Oh! for the port-folio of a man of letters! he bringeth 
forth „ things new and old,” Mr. Pinkerton, among 
other Hining poetical productions, has favoured the public 
with a couple of curious dithyrambic odes, of no common © 
compoſition, 


Per audaces nova * dithyrambos 
Verba devolvit, numeriſque fertur 
Lege ſolutis. 


(a) It is high time that the Muſe ſhould enter her moſt 
ſolemn proteſt againſt the /ing-/ong debauchers of the na- 
tional taſte, By the mere dint of /eger-de-mainz by digital 
dexterity, pulmonary force, and guttural adroitneſs, by 
cat- gut- ſcraping, wire-thumping, and vocal trickery, the 
moſt ſtupid blockhead in creation, with no one ſingle re- 
commendation except his ears, may command applauſe, in- 

0 dependance 


P Hor. lib, IV, od. 2. 
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Whilſt ſweet, harmonious (5) Yeates renews the treat, 
And Dibdin's lays retails from ſtreet to ſtreet, 390 
| | In 


dependance and affluence : whilſt genius, ſcience, moral 
and intellectual worth, are left to pine in hopeleſs obſcurity 
and indigence. But the evil does not reſt here, It is not 
alone, that meritorious individuals ſuffer through popular 
negle& ; but the national taſte itſelf, the very character of 
the country muſt inevitably be perverted, and aſſume a fri- 
volous, a contemptible and pernicious caſt, which cannot 
fail to palſy the energies of mind, and induce a want of 
tone and deciſion both in thought and action. I am far 
from being an enemy to muſic and the ** concord of ſweet 
ſounds” under proper management; when it is made the ve- 
hicle of ſentiment ; when execution, and mere manual, or 
vocal dexterity, do not uſurp the place of expreſſion ; when 
ſenſe is not ſacrificed to ſound, and the vileſt traſh and non- 
ſence, like the generality of 's, and indeed of moſt 
of our ſongs upon the ſtage, tolerated, nay even admired; 

becauſe, forſooth, they have been adapted by as an incorri- 
gible a blockhead as the writer of the words, to ſome filly, 
pert and inappoſite jig-tune. The theatres have caught 
the infection ſo inveterately, that common ſenſe promiſes 
| ſpeedily to bid a laſting farewell to the ſtage, to the no 
ſmall triumph of ballad- ſingers, fiddlers and verſifiers for the 
bell-man ! This accounts for the ſucceſs and popularity of 


ſuch graceleſs varlets as B — n, C=—, D——, D—-—n, 


G——3, K——, et hoc genus omne of brainleſs quayer and 
crotchet-mongers, with their rhyming abettors and allies. ' 


(b) A ballad-ſinger, of no mean celebrity, beſt known w 


the plebeian muſical world by the name of Rotten- Faws, A 
tull-length portrait of this illuſtrious perſonage may be ſeen 
in the windows of a certain print and caricature ſhop in 


the vicinity of Covent-Garden, 
(c) In 


* 


4 
] 
1 
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In lyrics, Jerningham begets the vapours, 
And cuts out work for twenty cat-gut ſcrapers. 


Fierce (c) Bull bis ſtage · ſtruck dupes to drill invites, 
And (d) Sacred nee crown the Sabbath nights. 


Sponters 


(c) In a work of this nature, it frequently proves indiſ- 
penſibly neceſſary, for the ſake of a general argument, to 
name parties, who individually cannot boaſt ſuſkcient con- 
; ſequence and notoriety to entitle them to public mention. 
The preſent attack is not perſonally directed againſt Mr. 
Bull ; but againſt the principle of private theatricals, in the 
aggregate. I conſider all ſuch inſtitutions as highly detri- 
mental, not only to the taſte, but what is of infinitely greater 
importance, to the morals of the riſing generation. They 
not only beget a race of jilts and coxcombs: but, in my firm 
opinion, ſap the very foundations of virtue, and pave the 


way to many a raſh and guilty deed. That this is not idle 


declamation; not the cant of prejudice and falſe alarm; I ap- 
peal to fathers and mothers of families; I appeal to the well 
authenticated occurrences of the day; I appeal to a recent 
elopement in the vicinity of the Strand, In yain may bi- 
ſhops labour to ſtem the torrent of licentiouſneſs; in vain 
may parſons preach, and philoſophers argue ; in vain may 
Dr. Cornwallis preſcribe the dreſſes of our opera-dancers, 
and * Evans make the monument his pulpit, to inculcate 
ethic truths, whilſt private theatres, and dancing-afſemblies 


remain open for the revels of folly, conceit, and concu- 


piſcenſe, ink. | 


(Cd During laſt winter, the Meſtminſter Forum, in Brewer- 


Areer, was opened every Sunday mu with a motley mixy | 


— 
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ron the Monument, by N Evans, A. M. 8 
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Spouters at Jacob's Well ;—debaters bw! 
In Capel Court, and fam'd Coachmaker's-Hall, 


Turn to the Arts—a ſordid junto reigns, 
Dull men of method, void of taſte and brains. 
. Tis 


ture of religious and prophane leQureſhip, under the title 
of Sacred Readings. The entertainment generally. com- 
menced with a chapter from the New Teſtament, by the 


famous Martin van Butchell, whoſe grote/que appearance 


ſeldom failed to excite a univerſal titter throughout the 
room, not very conſonant, in my humble apprehenſion, 
with the reſpect due to the ſubject, This riſible propenſity 
on the part of the audience, was frequently not a little en- 
hanced by the curious choice, made by the lang- bearded lee- 
turer ; who, as whim prompted, would occaſionally edify 
the aſſembiy with the firt b-getting, or generation-chapter 
of St. Matthew, Then followed, ad libitum, a dramatic 
recitation, or ſome precious hiſtorical morſel, as, for in- 
tance, the account of Cleopatra's firſt viſit to Mark An- 
thony. To this would, perhaps, ſucceed ſome pretty, amo- 
Tous poetry; ; and I advance it as a po/itrve fads, that Pope's 

Eloiſa to Abelard has been read uo ſucceſſive Sundays, to 
a full aſſembly, of which the largeſt proportion were females, 


molt of them very young, and it is preſumed virtuous; but 


whoſe Ggnificant laugh and geſture, when the dire ſubject 
of Abelard's misfortune was touched upon, ſufficiently 
ſhowed that the hint was not loſt upon them, How far the 
introduction of ſuch topics, ſuch Sacred Readings as I have 


| Juſt deſcribed, can tend, in a large and promiſcuous company 


of both ſexes, to ſtrengthen and refine the ſenſe of female de- 
licacy, 1 leave to the deciſion of thoſe parents, who can ap- 
prove of their daughters trequenting ſuch Sunday mectings 
of edification! * FORTS | | 


/ 
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Tis Weſt and Weſtall, Copley and Rigaud, 
Tis ſhade, not ſubſtance, empty ſound and ſhow. 400 
Can modeſt merit hope reward or praiſe, 
When riſing excellence is cruſh'd in (e) Dayes ? 
13 5 „„ When 


(e) Although I reſerve the Royal Academy for a diſtinct 
eſſay, in which I intend freely and impartially to inveſtigate 
in how far the Inſtitution has been conducive or detrimental 
to the progreſs of the Arts in this kingdom ; I cannot, 
after naming Mr. Dayes, in juſtice ſuffer the preſent op- 
portunity to flip unimproved, without arraigning in ſevere 


terms the want of candour or diſcrimination (they ſhall 


have their own choic) diſplayed by the Hanging-Committee in 


the arrangement and diſpoſal of the ſeveral paintings and 


drawings ſubmitted to public inſpection at the laſt exhibi- 
tion, Every perſon of taſte who viſited the rooms muſt 
acknowledge, that though the number of works of art ex- 
ceeded that of former years, yet there was a woeful defi- 
ciency of genius and invention. The multitude of portrait; 
and ſcenes from ſtill life, evincing little mind and original 
conception, contraſted with the ſmall diſplay of hiſtorical 
and poetic ſubjects, was diſproportionably large beyond pre- 
cedent. And yet, whilſt the vile dawbings and red-lead 
Full-lengths of the Preſident and other leading members of 
the Academy obtruded themſelves upon the eye in every 
direction, a beautiful hiſtorical drawing of ſuperior merit, 
by Mr. Dayes, was diſgracefully hung in the door-way be- 
tween the Antique Academy and the Library, where the 
continual egreſs and regreſs of ſpectators, rendered it im- 
poſſible, even for thoſe who accidentally diſcovered its ex- 
iſtence to obtain a ſight of it, and to appreciate its claims. 
And here it deſerves to be noticed, that of five drawings 
ſent in by this ingenious artiſt, not leſs than four were hif- 
porical, But as Meſits, N — and G—— were members 
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When ſign - poſt Garvey, of Harp- Alley fame, 
Committee-man, and R. A. ſigns his name? 
When worth and genius yield to vile intrigue, 
And knaves with dullneſs form a jealous league? 


When truſts and honours are beld up to ſale, 
And baſe (5) toad-eaters find their arts prevail? 


Here let the Muſe the cenſuring lay ſuſpend, 
Here let a-while her painful labours end. 410 
Upwards ſhe mounts, and ſoars on eager wing | 


To quaff the nectar of Caſtalia's ſpring ; 1 


of the Sor Comwittee, it cannot excite e ſurprize, that | 
genius and taite ſhould be compelled to give way to monkees, 
fire-ſcreens, and Har p-alley ſign paintings. Mr, Dayes is not 
a mere artiſt ; he is a man of mind, ſtrong intellect, and 
well-conſtituted judgment, and too liberal in his ideas to 
toad-eat his way to Academic honours! 


(f) Let the reader but peruſe profeſſor Barry's Letter 
to the Dilettanti Society, in which he loudly and repeat- 
. © gdly complains of the exiſtence of a “ cabal which mo- 

N nopo- 


— — — * 


— 


IJ well remember —he writes, ſpeaking of the manner 
in which the commiſſion for executing a ſtatue of the 
Marquis Cornwallis was diſpoſed of“ that amongſt the 
#* reaſons'given by the other ſculptors, why they would not 
4 concur, there was much mention of comb: and 
* cabal; that the . inſignificant members of the academy 

i had 


„ 

To cull, as wont in happier days of yore, 
Ambroſial ſweets from Hybia's honied ſtore. 
Now brighter proſpects greet her longing eyes, 
And ſcenes of fair renown before her riſe. 
Illuſtrious chiefs and virtuous patriots ſtand, 
And wait the palm of merit from her hand. 
Pleas'd ſhe allots to each deſerving name 
The high award of never-dying fame. 420 
Immortal wreaths (g) their hallow'd temples bind, 
And ſpeak thebenefactors of mankind |! 

Philoſophers 


nopolized all truſts, offices and commiſſions, and then 
determine whether I have treated this hive of drones with 
greater ſeverity than they merit? The whole of this 
letter is entitled to ſerious conſideration z and would be 
ſill more valuable, if it were not unneceſſarily tinctured 


with fanaticiſm. 
The 


_ X —_ 


= 
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& had made ſuch an extenſive and politic confederacy, as 
*« to diſpoſe of every thing that went by vote; who ſhould 
« bein the council; who ſhould be in the ſuperintendance 
„ of the living academy as viſitors; who ſhould be made 
« an aſſociate or an academician ; in ſhort all was at their 
« diſpoſal, and nothing was given, but with a view to the 
& increaſe of their power. Mr. Nolleckens, among other 
© reaſons for declining the competition, gave me this, 
& that he was ſure a certain perſon (whom he named) 
would have twenty votes from this cabal! The anſwer 
4% gave him was, that he, and ſeveral other men of 
« ability in the academy, might thank themſelves for it z 
the poiſoned cup was at laſt come home to their own lips,” 
I Letter to the Dilettanti Society, p. 17. 


a 
Philoſophers and legiſlators ſage, 
Reformers and enlight'ners of the age; 
Stateſmen, who nobly dare contend with Fate, 
And brave their own, to ſave a ſinking ſtate; 
Who renovate the halcyon reign of peace, 
And bid the trade of human carnage ceaſe. 


And now the Muſe diſplays the ſacred ſcroll, 
Fame's deathleſs regiſter, and muſter-rol!. 430 
Triumphantly ſhe waves her golden locks, 

And ſhows her en Sheridan and Fox; 
Points 


The ſame ſpirit of intrigue, it ſeems, has influenced their 
conduct and proceedings relative to the New Coinage. 
On this topic, I underſtand, ſome plain, unwelcome truths 
have been ſtated, by letter, to the Lords of the Privy 
Council, ſeverely arraigning the incompetency of thoſe 
who formed the Academic Council on this occaſion ; 
among whom we find the names of T-— and C 
Indeed it may juſtly create aſtoniſhment, that ſuch men 
as Bartolozzi, Barry, Treſham, and Birch, men of claffical 
mind and refined taſte, ſhould not have been conſulted ori 
a ſubject for which their abilities ſo eminently qualify 
them. 


| (g) Inventas qui vitam excoluere per artes, 
Quique ſui memores alios fecere merendo z 
Omnibus his nivea cingunrur tempora vita. 


Ving. * VI. es 


® Hoc 


Ci] 


Points to Cornwallis with exulting ſmile, 
And hails the Saviour of the fiſter-iſle !. 


Accept, illuſtrious worthies ! choſen few 
The tribute to exalted merit due. 
The tribute, which a grateful country owes, 
And which no fawning, venal bard beſtows. 
A bard, who ſcorns to flatter even kings, 


Or let to hire the artleſs ſtrains he ſings. 449 


Who to a court no ſervile homage pays, 

Nor proſtitutes to, pow'r or gold his lays; 

Who, independant of the public voice, 

Inſiſts upon his own, unbiaſs'd choice. 

Nox popularity's deceitful gale, 

He woos, nor royal favour ſwells his fail. 

His rights, as Briton- born, who knows to prize, 
And watch, as (h) Briton-born, with jealous eyes. 


Alike 


% Hoc regat, hoc ſeries exoptat longa nepotum, 
Quzque cupit naſci * libera, quzque mori. 


(i) That 


„. 


* 1—— 


* Georg. Sabin, lib. xv. eleg. 2. ad. Seren ſſimum 


Joachimum II. Electorem et Marchionem Brandenbur- 


zieum, in Tureos proſiciſcentem. 
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Alike deteſls, as train'd in reaſon's ſchool, | 
Anarchial tumult, and deſpotic rule. 4150 
For well he knows extremes will ever meet, T0 
Great (i) George a ſtar, and Grattan loſe a ſtreet, 
Who loves his country, and its facred cauſe, 1 
Reveres the ſov'reign, and reſpects the laws. 

Yet all mankind, by nature's fix'd decree, . _ I 
His (&) brethren deems, though ſtates may diſagree. . 
Can eatin peace and quietude his bread, 5 
Though (2) Paine in Paris walks, and wears his head. 
Oer 


(i) That I may not give the flighteſt umbrage or 1 
(than which nothing can poſſibly be further from my in- 
tentions), I ſhall briefly obſerve in this place, that the 
French, from a hatred to royalty, have changed the name 
of the planet, diſcovered by Herſchell, from the Georgium 

dus, into that of Uranus; and the inhabitants of Cork, 
it ſeems, from as inveterate an antipathy to republicaniſm, 
have decreed, that the ſtreet formerly called Grattan- ſtreet, 
ſhall, in future, bear the name of Duncan. So true it is, 
that extremes, however paradoxical the aſſertion may | 
pear, will frequently, in their operations, produce the 
ſame effects. It is by pteſerving the golden mean, by ad- 
hering to the line ſo happily traced out by the excellent 
+ conſtitution of Great Britain; it is by this and this alone, 
that we can ſecure both national and individual happineſs. _ 


(#) Left this paſſage ſhould unhappily be miſconſtrued 
into treaſen and diſaffeQion to the goverumeut by thoſe who 
are in the habit of viewing every opinion which differs from 
their own way of thinking in a a ſuſpicious and EN light, | 


116 J 

O' er human mis'rv oft will drop a tear, 
And thinks (n) ev'n vict'ry may be bought too War, 
Nor toaſts with (a) Lords, to catch the royal ſmile, 
To fellow men the crocodiles of Nile! 

Content 
I ſhall take the precaution of ſhielding myſelC under the ve- 
nerable authority of the Holy Scriptures, which I hold to 


be paramount to Judge Blackſtone, or my Lord Chancellor: 
4 One is your maſter, even Chriſt, and all ye are brethren”'— 


By a reference to the chapter, from which this quotation is 


made, it will be ſeen, that this precept was not given to 
the diſciples of Chriſt, en, but to a promiſcuous 
audience, 


_. (1) Moſt ſincerely do I pity poor PELEG, that he can- 
not make himſelf comfortable and eaſy, as long as Paine is 
permitted to keep his head upon his ſhoulders, ©* That 
« deteſtable fellow (he writes, page 77) Tom Paine, the 
& Democrat, whom we all execrate, and who is now 
« with or without (what a wonderfyl ee a head in 
70 France: J hope in the latter faſhion,” 


() I am not of that claſs of men, who, with the author 


of the Eſſay on Population, think it neceſſary, that man- 
kind ſhould be deſtroyed by war, by wholeſale ; becauſe, 
forſooth, the author of our exiſtence has no other method 

of diſpoſing of us ; or that it becomes us to cut each other's 
throat, becauſe God has not. rendered the earth capable of 
producing ſufficient ſuſtenance for the prolongation of our 


Life. 
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| Content that Britons to their country's ſoes... - LC) 
A Britiſh arm, and Britiſh hearts oppoſe. e 
Nor yet with (e] Young would tamper with a jury, 
To glut or private pique, or public fury. 

But rather to the fide of mercy lean, 

And pleas'd acquit, if doubts ſhould intervene. 


(a) 1 ſhould deem myſelf euilty of. an ee 
ry if I, in this place, omitted to record the memora- 
ble, humane, and patriotic toaſt given by Lord Charles 
Somerſet, at a public dinner at which his Lordſhip pre- 
Kided, during the reſidence of the royal family at Wey- 
mouth: May the plagues of Egypt ſhake hands with the 


army of Buonaparte : may the floods of the Nile kiſs - 


«. their lips; and may the crocodiles give them the fraternal 
* embrace!” 1 know not whether the flame of his 
loyalty immediately communicated to a certain quarter, 
like the electrical fluid; but it deſerves to be further no- 
ticed, that in the evening of the ſelt-ſame day, his lord- 
ſhip had the honour of dancing with the P——fs A—— | 


But, however hot and conſpicuous his lordfhip's.1 pa- 


triotiſm may have blazed on this glorious occaſion, juſtice 
compells us to acknowledge, that he was completely 
eclipſed by the Chicheſter barber, Who ſported the follow- 


ing loyal device on his window, upon the night of general 


illumination for the brilliant victory gained by Nelſon on 


the iſt of Auguſt, over the French Hog off the mouth of 
the Nile. 


6 May Britain” £ ſoes be fore our navy fly, 
6 Whilſt 1 Nelſon ſhayes them wet, I'll ſhaye them dry l 
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Lend willing ear to pity's ſoft appeal, 


And frail himſelf, for others learn to feel. 470 
Leave the ſtern verdict, and avenging rod, e 
To an all- ſeeing and juſtyudging God. 3 


(o). The Rev. A— r Y —g. writer of a certain 6. 


cular epiſtle, which, however, notwithſtanding its exquiſite 


pleaſantry and playful good humour, was not competent to 
relax into a ſmile the ſtern features of Judge Buller. 


VINIS, 
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